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o all whowm it may concern:

Be it known that I, AMos W. THOWIAS of
Philadelphia, .in the county of Phlladelphm
and.State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Bustles;

and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
1;1011 buc]__; as will enable others skilled in the
art to which 1t pertains to make and use it, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying dmwg

ngs, w hich form part of this specification, in
which the tigure is a perspective of a bustle
made .:wcordmg to iny improvements.

The object generally of this my invention

is to provide a bustle so contrived as to pre-
sent great resistance to the superincumbent
welg ht of the skirts of the wearer, said bustle
havmg great facility for the (,losmg ol the
bows when the wearer sits down, and said
bows springing downwardly from the waist-
band when lateral impact is reimnoved.
- A further and particular object of my im-
provements 1s to provide 4 long bustle which
wiil bend up at the lower cor Lers, S0 as not-
to Incommode the wearer when sitting down,

Referring to-the accompanying dr&wn s A
represents t;hb walstband of a bustle, to whmh
are attached the sections B B, formmg the
muslin or textile back. Each Ot sald sections
is composed of the muslin piece b and eorner
tapes 0/, to which are secured by clamps ¢ ¢/
the contour-hows C. . D represents the spring
bow or rim, bulging outwardly from the cor-
ners d d, molmmg upwardly from said corners
until the} meet the stays D/ D/ at d? d?. The
stays D’ DY are inserted in pockets e ¢ in the
muslin back B, and are, by preference, formed
in the same piece with tbe rim D. E shows
the adjusting-cord, and f f cords by which the
bustle is fastened ab its lower extremity to
the person of the wearer.

It will be observed that in this bustle no
stays are provided at the edges or points
where the contour-bows are attached to the.
muslin back. The only stayvs employed are

‘those in the center of the back, which may be
and are mtended generally to be made in one

| piece with the spring bow or rim.

|

| The in-

cline of said rim from d to d? permits the for-
mation of an unusually long bustle, which will
bend.from the points d2 as a center when the
wearer sits down, and bLrings the corners d d
in contact with d seat.

- G shows a tape proceeding from the waist-
band A to the rim D, and connected to each

of-the bows C, so as to cause. them to spring

downwardly from said waistband by the elastic
force of the rim when lateral uupdct IS re-
moved. -
1t is to De rennrked that when the rim D
is folded the portion of the wire lying between
the points d and @2 1s twisted. This twisting
or torsion is what causes the necessary spring
by which tbe rim is returned to ltb nolmal
pObItIOH after compression. |
"What I claim is— -
1. The spring bow or rim D , forming an in-
cline from the corner d to a2, proceedmg from
the latter point ul:vw"trdly, and. forming or
connected with the middle stays D’ D, Sub
stantially as shown and described. |
2. A bustle, substantmlly as described, in

-

“which. the lowe1 bow or rim is uxtemled to

form the middle stays of the back, as sut |
torth. |
3. The rim D, lrlolmed, as- qhown from the.

'1)01111:&, d to d?, so as to permit the lower edge

of the bustle to bend upwardly toward the

‘waistband when the wearer sits down, as set

forth.

4. The spring-rim D, formmn or combined
with the stays D’ D, aud arranﬂed substan-
tially as described, so that When folded or
flattened against or toward the back a torsion
will be produced to facilitate opemug or bulu--
ing.

n testimony tha,t 1 claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand thls 14th day of
- August, 1870

AMOS W. TE[OMAS.

Witnesses : '
M. DANT.. CONNOLLY
(CHAS. F. VAN HORN.
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