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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CARL DITTMAR, of Bos-
ton,of the county of Sutfolk and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Explosive Compounds, and in
the preparation or mode of making the same;
and do hereby declare the same to be fully de-
scribed as follows: | | |

In order to make an explosive compound of
the kind, take a vegetable material or mate-
rials, and reduce such to a pulp, (as pulp for
the manufacture of paper is made,) and, after
removing from it any extraneous matter, and
mixing with it or'not starch or sugar, and des-
iccatirg and reducing it to grains or suitable
compact forms, dipping it in a bath of sul-
phuric aeid, in the proportions of ten pounds
of acid of commerce to one pound of water,
and immediately, or within' a minute or two,
subjecting it to a washing process with water,
to remove the acid. In this way the pulp be-
comes like parchment, or has characteristics
thereof. Next dry the material and subjeet it
‘to a bath of nitri¢ and sulphuaric aclds, as cot-
ton 1s usually treated for being converted into
what 1s termed “gun-cotton.” |
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By “parchmenting,”as explained, the grains
or masses of pulp before treating the same
with the mixture of nitric and sulphuric acids,

an explosive compoundis produced with grains

or masses that are very smooth, and not adhe-
sive to one another—one much better in use
than one made without the parchmenting pro-
Cess. , |
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L. The mode or process, substantially as de-
scribed, of making an explosive matter or com-
pound,; such consisting in reducing to pulp, in
suitable grains or masses, a vegetable mate-
rial or materials, as set forth, and subsequent] y
parchmenting such by sulphuric acid, and af-
terward treating the whole by a bath of nitric
and sulphuric acids, all éssentially as specified.

2. As a new or improved manutacture, an
explosive matter or compound, substantially
as specified, having its grains or masses parel-
mented, essentially as explained. '

| CARL DITTMAR,
Witnesses: |

R. H. EDDY,
J. R. Snow.
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