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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 179,609, dated July 4, 1876; application filed
~ - May 31, 1876.

~ To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Jomn C. RICHARDS, of
Philipsburg, in the county of Centre and

State of Pe_nnsylvzmia-, have invented certain
- new and useful Im provements in Breech-Ioad-
Ing Fire-Arms; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, which wil] enable others
skilledinthe art to which it appertains to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letteis of

reference marked thereon, which form a part

of this specification.

The nature of my invention COnsists in the
construction and arrangement of a mechan-
1sm for opening and closing the breeeh of a
breech-loading fire-arm, and is more particu-
larly designed for use in changing an ordinary
muzzle-loading gun into a breech-loader.

In the annexed drawin g, Figure 1 is a plan
view of my invention. Fig. 2 is a side eleva-
tion of the same. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sec-
- tion thereof. .

- Avrepresents a portion of the barrel, and B
the breech-pin, of an ordinary muzzle-loadin Q
gun. The breech of the barrel A is open on
top, and provided with g breech - block, C,
which 1s provided at its front end with a fir-
Ing -pin, a, passing through the same, as
shown, and on top with an arm, 0, which is
bent forward and hinged to a band, B, encir-
cling the barrel. A dovetailed block, or block
secured by screws or other suitable device,
may be used in place of the band. To this
band, on the same axis, is also hinged the le-
ver D, which closes the open top of the bar-
rel. Through this lever passes the firin g-pin
d, which is to be struck by the hammer, and,
In turn, strike the pin a, for exploding the
cartridge. The breech-block 18, near its

rear end, on top, provided with a hinged arm, |

| kythe upper end of which ig slotted, and passes

over a pin, 4, between two cars on the under
side of the lever D. To another ear on the
under side of said lever is hinged the breech-
pin G, which is provided with an arm, H, as
shown,

Upon withdrawing the breech or locking
pin G by raising the lever, when the gun is

held in ordinary position, all the parts drop
to their proper positions. The locking-pin G
drops into a recess, z, on the breech-block C, .
and presses it to its place in the slot by press.
ing on thelever D. By now drawing the arm
L toward the lever D, without releasin g the
pressure on sald lever, the locking-pin at once
fills up the hole at the rear of the breech-
block, being prevented from turning too far
to the rear by coming in contact with the up-
per edge of the barrel.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

1. The breech-block C, provided with the
rigid bent arm b and the pivoted slotted arm
d, in eombination with the barrel’ A and lever

D, substantially as herein set forth,

2. The swinging locking-pin G, in combina-
tion with the breech-Dlock C and lever D, sub.
stantially as and for the purposes herein set
forth.

o. The combination of the barrel A, breech-
block G, lever-D, and swinging locking-pin &,
with arm H, all constructed substantially as
and for the purposes herein set forth.

In testimony that T claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of

two witnesses.
JOHN C. RICHARDS.. |
Witnesses: |

G. W. McGAFFRY,
OWEN HANCOOK.
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