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IMPROVEMENT IN MAIL-BAG FASTENINGS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 179,449, dated July 4, 1876, &pplic&tioﬁ filed
| April 26, 1876. | | o |

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, AXEL H. ExnmoLwm, of
- Mahopace, in the county of Putnam and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Mail-Bag Fasteners;
-and Ido hereby declare that the followin gis a
full, clear, and exact deseription thereof, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
“tion.

Figure 1 is a plan view, showing the fast-
ening closed and locked. Fig. 2'is a plan
view, showing the fastening opened. Fig. 3
1s a sectional view on line z x of Fig. 1. Fig.
4 18 a sectional view on line y y of Fig. 2. |

My invention relates to mail-bag fasteners,
and consists of a series of pivoted tongues,
connected with jointed cranks and adjusted
to be simultaneously introduced into and ex-
tended through the wire staples, so that the
bag may be fastened or unfastened in a mo-
ment by a single motion of the hand.

A 1s the bag, and A’ the flap. B represents
the guard-plates riveted to the flap, and pro-
vided with slots to receive the staples b, which
are riveted to the bag. C represents a series
of cranks connected by pivotal joints 2, and
riveted bolts ¢, and are adjusted to oscillate
In staples ¢, riveted to the guard-plates. D
represents a series of tongues, formed as
shown, and pivoted loosely on the Dolts e,
and provided with slots d toreceive and slide
loosely on the bolts «, riveted to the guard-
plates and provided with angular heads form-
ing flanges to guide the tougues, and to pre-
vent them from slipping off the bolts. E is
the hasp-plate, fastened to a bolt, Y, con-
nected at one end to the jointed cranks by a
pivotal joint, and held at the other end by
and adjusted to rock in the staple ¢, riveted
to a plate, B/, which is riveted to the flap.

The lock F is attached to the bag in posi-
tion to receive the hasp on the plate E. And

~any other hasp-lock may be used with this |
fastening. The cranks are connected by piv- |

otal joints, as described and shown, to render

e

them flexible, and thus less liable to be bent
or broken by any pressure or force to which,
In handling and in transportation, the mail-
bags are subjected. | |

My invention is not confined to any partie-
ular mode of jointing the cranks. To close
up and fasten the bag, the cranks and tongues
are turned up and the flap turned down, and
the staples inserted through the slots in the
guard-plates, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4 of the

drawings; and the turning of the hasp-plate

| down upon the lock turns the eranks down,

and slides simultaneously all of the tongues
through the fastenin g-staples, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 3 of the drawings; and in unfast-
ening and opening the bag, the lifting of the
hasp-plate from the lock turns the cranks up
and withdraws simultaneously all of the
tongues from the staples; and thus in a mo-
ment, and by the same motion of the hand
required to open and close the lock, the
maill-bag fastener is opened and closed.

- What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— | .

1. A series of tongues, D, pivoted to flexible
cranks U, and adapted to Le vertically moved,
simultaneously in and out of the fastening-
staples, substantially as and for the purposes

described.

2. A series of jointed flexible cranks, C, in
combination with the pivoted slotted tongues
D, and fastening-staples 0, substantially as
and for the purposes described. |
~ 3. The tongues D having slots d, In com- .
bination with bolts a, cranks C, and staples
b, substantially as and for the purposes de-
scribed. B S |

4. The mail-bag fastening mechanism, con-
structed substantially as described, adapted
to be operated by the locking-hasp in opening
and closing the bag, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own inveuntion I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. | -

| AXEL H. ENHOLM.
Witnesses: | | |

E. C. WEAVER,
G. B. TowLES.
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