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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, MATTHEW W. LYNCH,
of Madison, in the county of Dane and State

of  Wisconsin, have invented a new and Im-
proved Snap-Hook; and I do hereby declare

the following to be a full and exact descrip-
- tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming path of this
specification, in which

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved snap-hook applied to a strap. I‘ln 2
18 a longitudinal section of the same; and I‘iﬂ
3 18 a perspective view of the spring- cat(,h de
tached from the hook.

Similar letters of reference in the accompa-
nyving drawings denote the same parts.

My 111\'611131011 has for its object to improve
the construction of snap-hooks for harnesses;
and to this end 1t consists in providing a
snap-hook whose cateh or tongue opens out-
ward, with a rigid stud upon the back, and
with a loop at or near each end for the pur-
pose of adapting the snap-hook for adjust-
ment upon 1ts strap and to hold both its ends
firmly down to the latter when the cateh is
being vpened by an outward pull apon it.

In the accompanying drawings, A is the
snap - hook, cast, or otherwise constructed,
with two cheek - pieces, & 0, between the
bend of the hook and the end loop C. D
1s the catch, pivoted between the cheeks
so that its outer end shall bear against the
point of the hook, as shown-in Figs. 2 and
3. The 1mner end of the cateh is formed

with a side recess to inclose a coiled or spi-
ral spring, E, which is coiled upon the pivot,
and exerts its tension to hold the outer end
of the catch against the point of the hook.
The outer edge f of the catch is made of suffi-
cient width to entirely fill the space between
the two cheek - pieces, for the purpose of |

excluding dirt, snow, and other substances

which would interfere with the proper work-
ing of the hook. The spaces at opposite ends
of the cheek - pieces are also closed for this
purpose, as shown in IKig. 2. The cheek-
pleces are made of sufficient depth to admit
of the requisite movement of the ecatch in
applying and releasing a strap, its outward
swing being shown by the dotted linesin Ifig.
2. To release a strap from the hook portion
of the snap it is only necessary to pull the
strap directly outward, when the catch will

| yield and the strap bll]) off 1ts point, as will

be readily understood.

For the purpose of attaching the snap- Thook
to a strap, G, and adapting it 101 adjustment
thereon, 1 provide 1t with a second loop, H,
at the back portion of the hook, and with a
short tongue, I, to enter the holes of the strap,
as shown The second loop holds the hook
end down upon the stiap, and therefore pre-
vents the tongue from slipping out of the
holes. To adjust the snap-hook upon the
strap the latter is loosened a little between
the two loops C H, so that the tongue may
escape from the holes, when the hook is moved
to a new 1)08113101] and the strap .:lga,m tight-
ened.

Having thus described my inv entlon what
I claim 15—

The snap-hook, having the outwardly-open-

ing catch or tongue, provided with the rigid

stud I upou the back, the loop C at the end
of the shank, and the loop H at the beak of
the hook, substantially as described, for the
purposes specitied.

MATTHEW W. LYNCH.
Witnesses:

E. A. ELLSWORTH,
T. MCKENNY.
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