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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. CANNON,
of Helena, Lewis and Clarke county, Mon-
tana Territory, have invented a new and Im-
proved Mode of Marking Mineral Ores, &e.,
of which the following is a specification:

Figure 1 represents a specimen of ore illus-
trating my improved mode of marking; and
Fig. 2 is a section of the same, taken through
the line z x, Fig. 1. - '

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. - -

T'hre object of this invention is to furnish an
improved mode of marking minerals, ores, fos-
sils, petrifactions, and other specimens for
cabinets and other purposes, the use of which
will enable the specimen to be conveniently
and legibly marked.

Lhe invention consists in the mode of mark-

ing minerals and other specimens by forming |

a surface to receive the inscription with plas-
ter-of-paris, or some of its compounds, as here-
Inafter fully described. '

In carrying my improved mode of marking
into practical use I take plaster-of-paris, orsome

of i1ts compounds, mix it with water to the con-

sistency of thick ecream, and apply it to the
specimens in sufficient quantity toform a space

large enough to receive the desired inserip- |

tion. The specimens are then jarred to cause
the cement to set with a smooth surface. Af-

ter the cement has set and become sufficiently

1 dry, a small-pointed brush is used for putting

on the inscription with india-ink or paints.
Or the entire surface of the cement may be,

covered with india-ink or paints, and the in-

scription put on by scraping off the ink with
a knife or other pointed instrument to form
the letters. | | -

In the one case ihe letters will be black or
colored upon a white background, and in the
other case the letters will be white upon a
black or colored background.

-1l am aware that it is not broadly new to
form a smooth surface on mineralogic speci-
mens for the purpose of marking the same;
therefore I limit my invention to the use of
plaster-of-paris, or a cement consisting largely
of said material, the plaster-of-paris forming
a smooth white or light-colored surface, which
18 best adapted to be marked uponn. B

‘Having thus described my invention, I claim

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent— _ .
The method of labeling mineralogic and

other specimmens by means of an artificial

smooth surface formed upon a portion of the
specimen, and composed of plaster-of-paris
cement, or some of its compounds, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth. |
CHARLES WESLEY CANNON.
Witnesses: ' | '
- HorAcE C. LEWIs,
HENRY CANNON.
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