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To all whom it may concern: _
Be it known that I, JoEN PEARD, of Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Couplings for Chairs and Seats,
which improvement is fully set forth in the
following specification, reference being had to
the accompanying drawing, in which—
Figure 1 represents a longitudinal vertical
section. FKig. 21is an inverted plan. Tig. 3
is a detached section of the spring - latch
which forms a part of my invention. :
- Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.
This invention relates t5 an improveraent
in the couplings for that olass of chairs or
seats which, when coupled together, form &
continuous seat, and can be given readily dif-
ferent forms, as may be desired, such as
straight, curved, undulating, or horseshoe-
shaped, ‘without uncoupling or separating the
chairs, as deseribed in the patent of Alfred
Taylor, dated January 30, 1872, No. 123,131,
- The couplings heretofore used counsisted of
an eye - plate, which is secured to the under
surface ofthe seatof one ¢hair, and a pin-plate

secured to the under surface of the seat of an

adjoining chair, so that by causing the pin
- projecting from the pin-plate to catch in the
eye of the eye-plate the chairs were coupled.

This .device is of service for chairs of uni-
form height ; but it cannot be used for chairs
- which differ in height as much as half an inch
ormore,and even if thediffererceinthe height
of adjoining chairs is less than half an incb,
the parts of the coupling ars litable to became
broken or detached trom eaéh,-pther, and the
object of the coupling 1Sde$‘r=*"(} red. This dis-
~ advantage I have obviated! by my invention,
which consists in combining with the eye-
Dlate of a coupling for -chairs a supporting-
- Plate provided with a boss, which projects
from said supporting-plate, and forms a bear-
ing for the pivot on which the eye - plate
swings, so that when the supporting-plate is
attached to the under surface of the seat of a
chair, the eye-plate is thrown off some dis-
tance from said under surface of the seat, and
If chairs of different height are coupled to-
gether, said eye-plate is not liable to break
off. With the coupling - pin is combined a
latch, which can eusily be connected to the

|
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eye-plate of the coupling, and which prevents

.the chairs, after the same have been coupled

together, from getting detached accidentally.

In the drawing, the letters AL A’ designate
two adjoining chairs, which are secured to-
gether by a coupling, B. This coupling con-
sists of an eye - plate, a, and a pin - plate,
b. With the eye - plate ¢ is combined a sup-
porting - plate, ¢, which is provided with a .
boss, d, projecting from its under surface, and
said boss forms the bearing for a pivot, e, on
which swings the eye-plate ¢. When the sup-
porting-plate ¢ is secured to the undeor suriace
of the seat of a chair, A/, the eye - plate is
thrown off some distance from the seat, as
shown in Fig, 1. .

The pin-plate b is provided with a long pin,

Jy and it the pin-plate is secured to the under

surface of a chair, A, and its pin is made to .
catch in the eye of the eye-plate, the two

chairs A A’ are coupled togetlier, and either
of the chairs can be raised or lowered a cer-
tain distanee without disturbing any part of
the coupling or without detaching the chairs.
It the chair A/, for instance, is somewhat
higher than the chair A, and the eye-plate is
secured close to the under surface of the seat,
the pin-plate b of the chair A will bear upon
the eye-plate, and when the chairs are oceu-

| pted said eye-plate is liable to break off. If

the chair A is the highest of the two, and the
pin f is too short, the two chairs cannot be
coupled. . - |

With the pin f I have combined a hook or
latch, g, with or without a spring, which.
when the pin is passed through the eye of the
eye-plate, serves to lock the same and prevent
1t from getting detaclhied accidentally.

When the chairs are required to be un-
coupled, the latch g is simply pushed inward,
80 as to permit of sliding the pin fout of the -
eye of the eye-plate, the latch immediately re.
suming its normal position after the pin has
been removed. -

1 do not claim, broadly, as my invention,
the combination of a coupling with the seats
of chairs, such being described in the patent
of Taylor, above mentioned. -

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In acoupling for chairs, the combination
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- of a supporting-plate, ¢, havingadownwaradly-

‘projecting boss, d, with the eye-plate a, so as
to throw off said eye-plate from the lower sur-
face of the seat, substantially as shown and
described.

- 2. The combination, with th_e eye-plate a, of

a coupling - pin, f, having a latch, g, with or
without a spring, substantially as and for the
object specified.

77,548

In testimony that L ¢laim the foregoing |
have hereunto set my hand this 7th day ot

| 'ebruzry, 1876, |

- JOHN PEARD.

Witnesses:
W. HAUFF,
L. F. KASTENHUBER.
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