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- Do all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, CHARLES C. ALLEN, of
San Francisco, State of California, have in-
vented an Improved Crate or Coop for Trans-
porting Fowls, &e., of which the following is
a specification : ' o

Heretofore fowls have been brought to mar-
ket 1n coops constructed of wood, and in such
a manner that little or no ventilation is had.
Besides this, the coop, in mosteases, isrequired
to be returned to the consignor in the country,
by the consignee, in the same condition in
which i1t is received. This latter fact has long
been a source of great annoyance to the ship-
per, as the empty crate occupies the same
Space as when filled, requiring large space in
- €Xpress wagons, steamers, and cars, which
might be available for other freights.

The object of my invention, then, is to pro-
vide a crate or coop capable of being folded
over upoun itself into a small compass in order

to economize space in transshipment. This I | T
| for the transportation of fowls, fruit, and
portion of the sides of wood, while the re-

‘accomplish by constructing the bottom and a

mainder, composing the sides, top, and ends, is
~composed of grates made of wire rods set in
frames and hiuged to each other, and to the |
sides and bottom, so as to be folded inward
and over to reduce the size of the erate to
about one-fourth of its original when in posi-
tion, all of which will hereinafter more fully
appear, reterence being had to the accompany-
Ing drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my crate
in position. Fig. 2 is also a perspective view,
with one side and the ends folded down. |
. A 1s the bottom or base, having longitudi-

nal side pieces B attached to it. To the top
of the side rails is fastened the grated frames
C, and these grates form the sides of the crate.
Grate-frames D of about the same dimensions
are attached to the inner corner of the grate-
frames C, and these compose the top of the
crate when extended. These frames are con-

| nected by coiled-wire hinges a a, capable of

being folded down or inwardly. To each end

of the floor is connected also by coiled-wire

springs the wire frame E, which form the ends

of the crate. These frames also fold down or

inwardly upon the bottom of the crate, and
when in position they serve to support the
side frames C and form a rest for the grate-
frames D which compose the top of the crate.
Lhe top of the end frames are provided with
staples b b which enter and pass through the
frames D, through which a pin or key may
pass to keep the top in place. -

Staples or hooks ¢ ¢ are driven into the
sides of the frame C, so that the crate may be
locked when folded, and when expanded these
staples serve as a place to attach a padloclk,
S0 as to lock the crate if necessary when it is
filled. ~ |

The usual door or opening on wire hinges
1s placed at B. - .

Thus it will be seen that a crate is formed

many articles of merchandise that require
good veutilation, and which can be folded up
$0 as not to occupy but little more than one-
fourth of the space required when it is opened
out and in position for filling.

Having thus described my invention, what

1 claim as new, and desire to secure by Liet-

ters Patent, is— - _,
A coop or crate, consisting of a solid bot-
tom, sides composed of wire frames hinged to

the bottom, a top composed of two wire

frames hinged to the sides, and the ends com--
posed of wire frames hinged to the bottom,
all combined substantially as described and
shown., | | |

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand and seal. - -
CHARLES C. ALLEN. |L.8.]

Witnesses:
C. W. M. SmiTH,
PHILIP MAHLER,
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