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IMPROVEMENT IN DEVICES FOR
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OPERATING SEWING-MACHINES.

Spemﬁcatwn forming part of Letters Patent No. 197,084, dated May 9, 1876 ; apphcatlon filed
Aprll 10,.1876.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGIANA L. TOWN-
SEND, of Philadelphia, in the county of Phila-
delpbia, and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Mechanical Movements for Operating Sew-
ing-Machines, or other treadle-machines; and
I do hereby declare that the following 1s a full,
clear, and exact description there()t wluch
- will enable others skilled in the art to which
it pertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and o the letters of réference marked
thereon, which form a part of thls speelﬁca
tion.

Figure 1 is a perspective view. TFig. 2 is 2
transverse section on line # of Fig. 1,

My invention relates to mechanical move-
ments for operating sewing-machines, or other
treadle-machines, and cousists of a vertical
lever extending through a slot in the top of
the machine, and connected with the crank-
arm of the drive- wheel, and provided with a
handle, ad] usted‘above the top of the machine
to be operated by a vertical motion of the
hand, as hereinafter described. -

In the drawings the improvement is illus-
trated on an ordl_nary treadle-machine having
the drive-wheel at the right; but it 1s evident
that with slight modifications 1t may be at-
tached to and used on any other machine.

A represents a vertical lever, the lower end
of which is attached to the crank-arm ¢ of the

drive-wheel B, and the upper part, provided.

with a hfu]dle, b, extends through a slot, d, 1n
the top I of the machme The lever 1S ma,de
long enough to extend the handle above the
top of the machine sufficiently to be readily
orasped by the hand and allow the vertical

| motion b} which it is operated. When the
vertical lever is used the pltman C 1s detached,
as shown by -dotted lines in the drawings,
thus dispensing with the weight of the pitman
and treadle D, and securing the full power of |
the drive-wheel. With the vertical lever the .
machine may be run more rapidly and with
less fatigue to the operator than by the freadle
or ordinary ecrank. The machine may be
readily adjusted at any time .to be operated
by the lever or by the treadle, to suit the pref-
erences of the operator. And in long con-
tinued work the machine may be changed, in
a moment, from the lever-movement to the
treadle- mm ement, and vice versa, to rest the
tired limbs of the operator without stopping
the work. |

My improved mechanical movement may
‘be applied to any other machine operated by
a treadle, as well as to sewing-machines. |

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, .is—

An improved mech&mc%l movement for
operating sewing-machinés, consisting of an
upright lever, A, connected at the lower end
to the crank. arm of the drive-wheel of the
machine, its end passing through a slotin the
table and provided at the top Wlth a handle,
b, and adjusted to be operated by a recipro-
ca,tmg vertical motion with the hand, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes deburlbed

In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing as
my own invention I affix my sigpature in
presence.of two witnesses.

GEORGIANA L. TOWNSEND

Wltnesses
W. MORGAN LLANSDALE,

| THOMAS A, PORTER.
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