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To a,ll whom it may concern: ‘o

- DBe it known that I, Wm. B. SOUTHWORTH,
of New York ¢ity. in the county of New YmL

in the State of New York, have invented an

Improvement 1in Billiard- BaJl Holders; and 1

do hereby declare that the following is a full
and exact description thereof, reference being
had to the accompanying drawin g8, and to the
letiers of reference marked thereon.

Previous to my invention it has been cus-

tomary to provide billiard-tables with ball-.
holders for the convenience of the players and -

~ proprietors in billiard-saloons. But heretofore
the holder or receptacie for the retention of
the fourth ball, while playing the three-ball
game, has been formed 1n or adapted to be at-
tached to the side of the table.

There are several objections to the use of
- the ball holder or receptacle for the ball in
disuse 1n the manner heretofore known, among
which are these—viz., the inconvenience of
the loeation of the b‘lll holder on the table-
body, the unsightly appearance of any fixture
on the table which tends to mar the beauty
of appearance of the latter and the opportu-
nity afforded for the theft of the bail. I propose

to overcome these objections by providing for

‘use a ball-holder adapted to Le suspended
from the gas-fixture over the table; and I also
propose to render the ball-holder, elthel when
filled or empty, an ornament rather than oth-
erwise, to the furniture of the room by a sym-
metrical design and arnngement of it Wlth
the gas-fixture.

To these ends and ob_]eets my invention con-
sists 1n a pendent ball-holder, or a ball-recep-
tacle, composed, by preference of metal adapt-
ed to depend from the lower central point of
the gas-fixture, and provided with means for
1ts attachment to the gas-fixture, as will be

~ hereinafter more fully described.

It has been custema,ry previous to my in-
vention to have some separate sign or number
to designate each table in the saloon, and a
very n*enerally adopted plan 1s that of havmg
an artistically - appearing number - plate or
sign-plate attached to the gas-fixture over
each table. The use and convenience of such
number plates or signs over or adjacent to
each table are temxhar to room-keepers.
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| ble, are almost infiuite.
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I proposé to utilize my pendent ball-holder
as the bearer also of the table-number; and
to this end my invention farther consists in
the emp]ownent in combination with a ball-
holder adapted to be arranged over the table,

{ of a table number or mark of designation

either formed on or coupled to the holdel de-
vice, all as will be heremeftel mele fullyr ex-

‘plained.

- To enable those skilled 1in the art to nmke
and use my invention, I will proceed to more
fully deseribe it, 1eferring, by letters, to the
accompanying drawmgs, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a ball
holder adapted to be screwed onto the lower
central point of an ordinary billiard-table gas-
fixture. I'ig., 2 is a vertical section of the .
same. In the first of these figures the fixture
is represented as holding a ball, and both are
drawn full size. Iig. 3 IS an elemtwn on a
smaller scale, showing the arrangement of the
ball-holder w1th the gas-fixture.

-In the several figures the same part is indi-
cated by the same letter of reference.

The ball-holder is made, by preference, of
cast metal, with an annalar base or ring-like
portion, A, to form a seat for the ball, and
upwardly-projecting side bars or portions B,
which converge at the top, and uuite in an
ornamental center-piece, ¢, the upper end of
which is serewed or otherwise attached to the
lower central portion of the gas-fixture, as il-
lustrated at Fig. 3, and from the lower part

| of which depends the table number or sign S.

This number-plate or sign may, of course, be

made of any desired pattern or design, and

may be either plate-like, or of cubical or other
shape, so as to prevent several -surfaces for
the number, so that the latter may be easily
read from different points of view. The sign-
| plate or ornamental number-pendant S may, if

| deemed expedient, be so attached to or com-

bined with the ball-holder by means of a hook-
and-eye, that it can be removed at replaced at
pleasure, if necessary, for cleaning or altering
the arrangement of the numbers of the tables
in the room, or for other purposes. |
The varmtlen.&, of design, form, and propor-
tion, of which the holder demce IS suscepti-
1 do not thereiore



il

pmpose to have it understood that my inven- |
tion is limited to-any partlcu]antv of form or
pattern of either the ball-holder or the num-
 ber-plate. It will, however, be understood |
: that the annulus or base portion A should be
- of such diameter and body .of stock, that
"' while it shall form a sécure seat for, or: retam-
- er of, the ball of the size usually employed, it
~ shall not permit the ball to enter within it 80
" far as to induce any inconvenient effort for its
extrication yvith the -fingers when® the ball is

wanted. And the size and shape of the side

.- bars B should be such that they will not be
in the way of tlie ready placement, by hand,
of the ball in the annulus or seat A,-or of 1ts'-

~ easy disiodgment therefrom.

It will be seen that by the use of a ball
holder adap ted :to be hung -over the tablea
receptacle tor the off-ball is provided, -whieh
. is:s0 located that the ball is always in sight,
and hence less liable to be stolen, while at the |
same time it is.easy of access, and rather adds
than detracts from the- symmetry and artistie
-appearance-of the table and 1ts mcompanym;; 2

fixtures.

~While the l)"l]l holder rmd 1ts contents am'ﬁ;
easﬂy accessible, arranged with the gas-fix- |

_.and adapted to be

' tures, as shown they are never in the way of
the player, smce, in making sl Ebmkes except
massé shots, the player’s CUe - and person’ L

never come near the. gas-ﬁxture and in ele-

wvating the cue for the massé, it must necessa-
rily be placed. always - between the branch =
1 pipes -of the. gas- rl‘i:es:ti:tm,. and, cconsequently,
can never interfere with any fixture located
at the lower central part of the chandelier.
- Haying so fully explained ‘my invention
that those skilled in the-art: |
{ ity what I claim as new, and deslre to secure
| by Letters Pa.tent is—

xean make and use o

placed ina pendent pom-:i-. B
:tmn over the table, substan tially as described.

~2."The combmatlon of a ball seat or retain-

er, and table number-plate, with.a single sup-
porting stam or dem,ee, ﬂubstantlally aa de-._ o

seribed.

In neswn@ny whﬁmf : hawa heralmto Lset -
1y -hand | and ,-geal ];hls 244311 day ﬂf Mareh,- o
:11876, - o

WM B SQUT;I WQRTH
In presence. of— -

MULFORD w. HAY‘WARD, |
(IEORGE W JONES.,
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