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—

Lo all whom it may.concern : e |

~ Be it known that we, LzoNCE P. DUCOUR-
NAU and CHAS. J. STRATA, residents of the
city of New Orleans and State of Louisiana,
have invented a certain new and useful Im.

- Provement in Railroad-Car Brakes; and we

do hereby declare the following to be a full,

clear, and correct description of the same, ref-

erence being had to the annexed dr

th awing,
making a part of this specification.

This invention relates to a new and usefal

- Improvemens in straet -railroad -car brakes,
whereby the draft-animal, instead of the dri ver,
iurnishes the power for stopping the cars. It

consists of a sliding draw-bar, the vear of

which is connected to the brake-shoes, in a
manner clearly shown in the accompanying
drawing, and on which— | |
.~ Tigure 1 represents a side elevation of a rail-
- road-car as when provided with our improve-
ment, and Iig. 2 a view of the under side of
the same. S
A represents the platformm or lower frame
of a car, to which are secured, in the usual
manner, the brake-shoes B. To the bottom of
‘the car, at a point midway between the axles
- thereof; is pivoted, at its center, a lever, U, the

outer ends of which are connected, by means

~of chains a &/, to the braces or connecting-ties
b b’ of the brake-shoes, as shown. D is a slid-

ing draw-bar, having an endwise movement in_

a slide, B, that is secured to the bottom of the
front platform of the car,on a line midway be-
tween the sides thereof. The rear end of the
~draw-bar D is connected with the brake-lever

C by means of a chain, ¢, so that a forward
movement of the said bar will bring the brake-
shoes to bear upon the tread of the car-wheels.
_ The front end of the draw-bar is provided

l

with jaws d d’, between which the whiffletree
1; secured by a pin, in the usual manner.

-On the platform, convenient to the driver,
ls secured a small stand, I, in which is pivot-
ed a foot-lever, G, provided at one of its ends

with a hanging bolt, ¢, having a vertical inove-

ment in perforations that are made through
the platform and gunide E. The draw-bar op-
erating between the latter is provided with
perforations f £, so that it may, DY means of
the bolt e, be locked in either its inward or -
outward position. As the car proceeds for--
ward the draw-bar is held by the hangin g Lolt
¢ 1n its inward position. N Lo

When the driver wishes to stop the car he
raises the bolt ¢ by pressing downward with
his foot the free end of the lever G. He then
causes the draft-animal, by an extra pull, to
operate the brake and stop the car, by draw-
ing out the bar D until its lugs g ¢’ are brought

1n contact with the slide E. In this position

the whole apparatus is securely locked by the
driver depressing the foot-lever G, so as to
cause its hinged bolt to pass down through
the perforations in the platform and slide, and
engage at same time the rear perforation of
the draw-bar. | | |
What we claim as new is— S
- The perforated draw-bar D, slide k, foot- -

lever G, and bolt e, in combination with the

our bhands this 15th

brake-lever O, as described, and for the pur-
pose set forth. o o |
In testimony whereof we have hereunto set
day of May, 1875. -
L. P. DUCOURNAT.
| C. J. STRATA.
‘Witnesses:
J. C. HUBBELL,
T. J. RoAcH.
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