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IMPROVEMENT IN ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS

. Spemﬁea,tmn formmg pert of Letters Patent I\To 176.895, dated Mey 2, 1876 epplwa,tmn hled "
| | November 6, 1875. | | |

To all -whom zt My concern:

‘Be it known that I, Mrs. CYRENE SMITH |

- of the city, county, and State of New York
~ have invented a new and Improved Abdom
“inal Supporter, of Whlch the following is

. specification :

- Figures 1 and 2 represeut respectwel y front
. and side views of my improved abdominal
supporter, shown as applied to the body; and
Tig. 3 is a perspective view of the supporter
detached, showing the back part ‘md interior
~of the rrent portion of the same. |
- Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
“sponding parts.’ |
~ The object of my invention is to furmsh an

~abdominal supporter that may be rea,dﬂ} ‘ad-

Jueted to conformn itself to the varying shape
“and condition of the body of the wearer, so

. as to fit neatly and comfortably to the abdo-

men, and support the weight of the same
without causing painful sensation , belng main-

" ly adapted to the treatment of ‘the -various

 diseases incident to the displacement of the
uterus, and a relaxed state of the abdominal

~ parts, and for the use ot women in “enceinte”

etete -
"The mventlon vonsmts of a eupperter that

is laced at the back, and adjusted by upper

front and lower rear gussets, with lacing-

~~ strings, in connection with the front and elde”
~gussets, with elastic bands, to the condition of

~ the abdomen. The front part is stiffened by
- stays, and extended to sufficient length to.take

- up and support, by a curved euterlm pad, the
- weight of the abdemen, end transfer it to the
. hlps and back. u

~ In'the drawing, A represente an ebdomlml
- supporter that is provided in the usunal man-
ner with side and rear stiffening, whelebones,

- or suays, and laced at the back. - |
- The rear or back portion of the supporte

is of lesser width than the front part, which -
oradually increases in width until the lower |
- frout part extends below the point of greatest

expansion of the abdomen, and is thereby en-

CEL abled to take up and support the same.
~ ~The supporter A isarranged with front and
| -_1ea,r gussets and lacing-strings B, that may

 De adjusted and adapted to the exaet size and
~ condition of the abdomen, so as to be fitted
. perfeetly and comfortably to the body. The

~front gussets B extend symmetrically at both
- suies of the front eteys 0 from fhe upper edge

downward, while the rear gussets extend in

similar manner from the lower edge upward.
For the purpose of adapting the supporter

to the expansion and contraction of the body

a | without producing disagreeable or painful

sensatious, as the same occupies different po-
sitions, an upper-front gusset, D, with elastic
bands, 4, and two lower side.gussets, D4 with

elastic bsmds, b, are arranged 11]1'61‘[]]6(11&13613’ I

between the laJeed ousssets C. : These elastic
gussets serve 1. eennectlon with the laced ad-
justable gussets to conform the supporter, not
only snugly to the general shape of the ebdo |

men, but also to the state of the same in dif-
ferent positions—in walking, sitfing, or bend-
Ing—so that a feeling ot great comfort and

ease, without any cramping or drawing, is im-

p&rted to the abdominal parts of the body.

| The supporter is retained in the front partsin -

distended state by tle strong front stays G, -
which ran down from points at both Sides ot
the elastic fronts of gussets D to the lower
extremity of the front part, where they grad-
ually approach each other, 'beiug confined by
suttable rivets.. To the inside of the lower
front part  of the supporter is attached a

curved pad, E, whose ceentral “part is higher
“than the emlb, and which serves to support

the abdomen at the lowermost point, first lift-

ing the same and throwing its weight in up-
‘ward direction, and treueterung and distrib- -
‘uting it then by the supporter to the hipsand

back of the body. -

This ralsing up the l)od} is, In m‘my cases
of uterine displacement and pregnancy, of
special advantage, as it furnishes direct and
steady support, relieves thereby the abdom-

inal muscles from strain, and deﬁneb ‘md re-
tains the uterus in pObIthIl

‘Having thus described my invention, I claim

‘as new and desire to secure. by LEttEI‘b Pat-

ent—
Al ebtlolmuel supporter, made with adjust-
able-laced upper, front, .;md rear gussets, and
elastic front and side gussets, fitting the sup-

porter to the shape of the abdomen, and
adapting the same to the varying state of the
same, substantially as specified. R

S MRS. CYRENE SMITH.
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