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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, CHRISTOPHER SLON-
AKER, of Cold Stream, in the county of Hamp-
shire and State of West Virginia, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Thimble-Skeins for Wagons; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact deseription thereof, which will ena-
ble others skilled 1in the art to which it pertains
to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon , Which form a
part of this specification. -

Figure 1 1s a side view. TIfig. 2 is a top
view. Fig. 31s a longitudinal section. FKig.
4 is a top view, showing the tapered piece
welded at the small end. IFig. 5 shows the
plate of which the skein is wade.

My invention consists of a thimble-skein
formed of a plate, the sides of which are par-
allel the length 01Z the skein, and of a tapered
piece in the space between the edges of the
plate, and of a hurter-band provided with a
steel bearing for the end of the box, to lessen
the friction, as hereinafter fully deseribed.

A represents the body of the skein, formed
of a plate, the sides of which are pamllel the
length of the skein, as shown in Figs.1 and 5
~of thedrawings. D represents a tapered piece
fitted 1n the tapering space between the edges
of the plate, which piece D is cut from the
side of the end B, extending under the axle
C, to hold the skein in place. The hurter-
band b 1s provided with a steel bearing, ¢, for

the end of the box in the hub, to lessen the

friction; and the end of the axle, extending
to the t0p of the band, forms a support to 1t
to prevent 1t from bem o pressed out of place

by the force of the box agamst the bearing e.

Thimble-skeins have heretofore been made
of tapered plates, and 'in cutting out those
plates, pieces of the slabs are necessarily left

| to be thrown aside as seraps. My skein, being

made, as described, of slabs the proper width
to form the small end of the skein, requires
no side cutting, and leaves no stte scraps;

and the cuttmg required to taper the end B
cuts the tapered pieces D, which, instead of
being thrown aside as sur&ps are utilized in
making the skeins; and when the boxes be-
come worn, requiring the skeins to be en-
larged, it 1s necessary to remove those skeins
made ot tapered plates from the axles, to al-

low packing to be placed between them and
the axles, while, with my skein, the hurter-

band only is removed, and pmper packing
placed under the plece D. Thus it is readily
seen that my skein is made with less waste of
material and with less labor than those made
of tapered plates, and they are more readily
enlarged to fit the boxes when worn.

The tapered pieces D may be welded at the
small end, as shown in Fig. 4, or set in and
fastened with a nail, as shown in Fig. 2. In
elther case sufﬁueub space 18 left for the linch-
pin beyond the end of the piece DD, as shown in
the drawings; and either a burr or a linchpin
may be used with my skein.

What I claim.as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A thimble-skein, A, having a tapered
piece, D, constructed substalltlally as and for

the purpo::es desecribed.

2. A hurter-band, b, provided Wlth a steel
bearing, e, quhstd,ntmlly as and for the pur-
poses deseribed.

In testimony that L claim the foregoing as
my own invention I affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

CHRISTOPHER SLONAKER.

Witnesses:
WESLEY SLONAKER,
A. C. SLONAKER.
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