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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLES A. THOMP-
SON, of the city of St. Louis, in the State of

'Mlssoun have invented an Improved Um-

brella- Runuer and I hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be 2 full, elear, and exact deserip-
tion thereof‘ reference being had to the ac-
companying drawing, formmﬂ‘ a part of this
specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
the construction of the runner and of the
spring-catch for holding the same; and it
consists 1n the improved construction of the
several parts of the runner and of the spring,
and in the relative arrangement of the same
with cach other, as hereinafter particularly
deseribed.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1
represents a long1tudma1 section of my im-
proved runner. Hig. 2 is an elevation of the
same; and KFigs. 3,4, 5, and 6 are detail views
hereinafter referred to and explained.

Similar letters of reference indicate the

same parts in all the several figures.
A 1s the staff, and B the slotted ring or |

flange, to which the ends of the stretchers are
secured, both of which may be of the common
form and construction. C is a tube, to the
upper end a of which the flange B is soldered
or otherwise secured. The upper part of this
tube fits ioosely on the staff in the usual
manner, but the lower portion b is enlarged,
and rests against the flange or ring E when
the cover 1s extended, which said ring will be
presently, described. The lower part of the

runner consists of a tube, D, one portion, d, |

of which fits loosely. on the staff, while the
upper portion, ¢, is enlarged, being widest at
its center and contracted toward its upper
end f, which luatter fits and works over the
lower portion of the tube C, and at the widest
part of this tube D is located a slotted ring
or flange, I, shown in Figs. 5 and 6, having
a number of slots, h, which are sufficiently

large to pass over the catch or tongue <.

When the cover is extended the lower end
of the tube O rests against the ring H, which
latter rests against the catch or tongue %, and
when it is to be lowered, the portion D of the
runner is turned on the upper portion C until

1 one of the slots # comes opposite the catch ¢

and allows the runner to pass over the latter.

In Hig. 3 is shown the upper tube C, and in
Iig. 4 the upper end of the lower portion of
the runner, which fits loosely on the former,
and the lower end of which is soldered or eth-
erwise secured over the part shown at the top
of Iig. 5, The catch or tongue ¢ 1s secured to
the end of a steel spring, o, the other end of
which is secured to a metal plate, ¥, which 1s
slotted to receive the said spring and catch,
and 1s et into a slot in the staff A and se-
cured therein by rivets or other suitable
meauns.

The advantages secured by my improve-
ments are as follows: The spring and catch
are covered by the runner, so that the danger
of pinching the fingers thereby in opening and
closing the umbrella is avoided ; the runner is
very strong and durable and easily managed,
and presents a very neat appearance; and the
construction of the spring-catch admits of its
being inserted in the stick without weakening
the latter. |

It will be seen that I use a similar spring to
the one above described, to hold the ranner
when the nmbrella is closed, (shown in Fig.
1,) which is similar in all respects to the for-
mer, but is, of, conrse, placed to work in the
opposite direction,

What I elaim as my invention is—

1. In an umbrella-vranner, the ring L, pro-
vided with radial slots £, and secured within
the runner, as shown and described, for the
purpose Het forth.

2. The spring-catch herein described, com-

posed of the cateh ¢, the spring o, 'm{l the

plate F, arranged in relation to each other and
applied to the staff A, as set forth.

3. The combination and arrangement herein
shown and described of the tube C with its
enlarged end 0, the tube D, having an en-
larged portion, ¢, and contracted upper end f,
the slotted ring E, and cateh 4, as and for the
purposes herein set forth.
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