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To all whom tt may concern:

- Be it known that I, DAVID C. GUTTRIDGE,
of Akron, in the county of Summit and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Fences; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it pertains to make and use it, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, which form
part of this specification.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view of
part of a section of .an iron fence constructed
according to my invention, and Fig. 2 is a
vertical section through the line ¢ . Fig. 3
shows one of the top panels detached from
the section. Fig. 4 shows a modified form of
picket.

My invention consists, first, in forming the
detachable panels of an iron fence with links
having diagonal self-coring slip-joints of a
particular construction ; secondly, in the com-
bination, with the top stringers formed of
links having diagonal self-coring slip-joints
of a particular construction, of a continuous
wrought-iron stringer or rail; thirdly, in the
combination, with the panels formed of links
with self-coring slip-joints of a particular con-
struction, of pickets arranged to secure the
parts of the panels in place; fourthly, in the
combination of links, having diagonal self-cor-
ing slip-joints of a particular construction, with
pickets arranged to secure the same, the said
links being constructed and arranged to over-
lap and partly interseet each other,as will
hereafter more fully appear from the follow-
ing description of the same.

AS shown in Fig. 3, the panels A are formed
of links with slip-joints of such a construction
that the joints formed by the ends of the links,
when united, shall be diagonal to the stringer.
The. top links are formed with ornamental
caps H, that serve to retain the upper ends of
pickets B. Upon the rear side of the panel
1s cast a convex or angular brace, while im-
mediately above this bearing the tapering ex-
tension of the cap is formed concave on its
rear side, to allow of the insertion of the end
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of the picket. The lower bearings of the top
links have a diagonal self-coring slip-joint,
differing slightly in form from the top links,
to correspond with the dimensions of the
picket, and also serve to bind the several links
together upon the pickets. |

The several complete sections of the fence
are generally of about five feet in length, and
are thus connected to allow of the expansion
and contraction of metal composing the struct-
ure without injury thereto. |

The continuous stringer or rail C is prefer-
ably of wrought-iron, and a single stringer
serves for one section of the fence. This
stringer may be made of any suitable form,
either of square, diamond, oval, or round
iron, although I prefer to make it of the form
shown, as it enables the slip-joints of the
links to be firmly secured to the same and
effectually resist lateral strain, and also the
metal of which the stringer is formed is dis-
posed In such a manner that the greatest
strength 1n cross-section is obtained. |

The lower or body links have central self-
coring angular joints F and end joints G, the
former adapted to bear on each other at an an-
gle to the pickets, while the end or slip-joints
G are made to interlock and receive the picket
through their contiguous ends.

The bars H of the central links are recessed
or cut away at @, and interwoven, as shown,
so that the panels, when placed in position,
are completely and effectually precluded from
either vertical or lateral displacement.

Instead of using round pickets, they may
be made, as shown in Fig. 4, concave on their
rear sides,and,while of about the same weight,
will present a more substantial appearance
than the round pickets. |

Having fully described my invention, what
I desire to claim and secure by Letters Pat-
ent 18—

1. The combination, with the top links A, -
having the self-coring diagonal slip -joints,
constructed as described, of a continuous
wrought-iron stringer or rail, O, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

2. The combination, with links having self-
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