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To all whom it may concern :
Be 1t known that I, WiLLiaAM CROOKER

IFFREDERICK, of Medford, county of Middlesex

~and State of Massachusetts, have invented an
Improvement in Door-Keys; and I do hereby
declare that the following, taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawing, which
forms part of this specification, is a deseription
of my invention sufficient to enable those
skilled in the art to practice it. -

The nature of my invention consists of pro-
viding a key with a spring-catch for prevent-
ing said key from being shoved out of the
lock from the opposite side of the door to that
which it is put in. |

Figure 1 represents a key with my improve-

ments attached. Fig. 2 represents the spring-

catch removed from the key. Fig. 3 repre-
sents a modification of my invention.

A 1s the shank of the key, with a slot cut in
1t for the spring-catch C D, shown in Kig. 2.
The spring is kept in its place by a pin put
through the shank of the key and the spring,
or, 1f the spring-cateh shown in Fig. 8 is used,
its rear end may be fastened to the bow of the
key by solder or otherwise, as shown in Fig.
1 by dotted lines. In case the spring, Fig., 3,

1s used instead of Fig. 2, the arm or handle D _

will not go through the key, as in Tig. 1, but
along the shank in the slot on the same side
that the catch is on, and up on the bow, as in-
dicated by the dotted lines. In putting the
ey into the lock the cateh C will be depressed;
but when it is fully in the lock the cateh wili
spring up, allowing the key to turn, but not’
allowing it to be withdrawn or pushed out.
The cateh can be pushed in and the key with-
drawn only by pressing down on the handle
D, when the catch will fall and the key can be
easily removed. | |

B 15 a loose ring on the end of the key, kept
1n its place by upsetting the end of the key or
otherwise, and, if taken hold of by nippers or
other instrainents, it will turn on the key, but
the key will not be turned. | |

I claim as my invention— B

1. A slotted door-key, provided with the
spring-catch C D constructed substantially as
described, for the purpose specified.

2. A slotted door-key, in combination with
the spring-cateh C D and loose ring B, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose desecribed.

WILLIAM CROOKER FREDERICK.

Witnesses : | o

REUBEN WILLEY,
JAMES M. MERRILL.
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