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To all whom @t MAY CONCETrN

Be it known that 1, SAMUEL D. WELLING
of West Carlisle, in the county of Coshocton
and State of Ohio, have invented certaifi
new and useful Improvements in Buggy-Tops,
of which the following is a specification :

My invention relates to a buggy-top of the

- class having a rigid or non-folding skeleton- |

frame for the deck or top covering. The im-
provements claimed consist in a novel con-
structionand combination of parts, hereinafter
specifically designated.
- In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a front elevation of my improved
buggy-top in its raised position, and Fig. 2, a
side elevation of the same, the top covermg
shown in dotted lines.
~ The buggy-seat A is prowded at its fronf
corners with brackets A’ A/, which may each
consist of a main portion or arm, a, attached
by serews to the inside of elther end of the
-seat, and an annular brace, a/, passing from
the outer end of the br&cket to the frontedge
of the seat, near either end thereof, and fast-
ened by one or more screws. .
are attached to the inside of the seat-back.
These brackets A’ A’B B support a sectional

seat-rail, shown in this instance as formed in |
part of two bent rods, B’ B/, provided with

studs b b resting in the bracketsat the front
- corners and back of the seat, and keyed in
place by wedges.
‘rail 1s curved upward and outward at its

front, terminating in a shouldered threaded |

sha,nk ¢, at its end, and is bent upward at
the back and conneated to the top bar C of
the seat-back, about over the back brackets
B B, as shown
seat-rail may be formed of rods D D, bent as

shown, and fitted at their front ends on the |

Sh&[lkb ¢ ¢ of the lower or main section B’ B/,
and secured at their rear upwardly and in-
wardly bent ends to the back top bar C.- By

this construction a strong support for the up-

per portion of the seat-back is secured, as
well as a firm base for the attachment of the
top uprights and braces. The seat-back (’

may be formed of padded leather attached

in the usual way to the top bar C and seat.
The top framing is supported so as to swing

upon the seat-rail by means of rods E E, fit-

BraCkets BB

Each rod B’ of the seat-

The upper portion of the

ting at their lower ends and turning upon the" |
shanks or ends ¢ ¢ of the seat-rail sections B/
B/, outside of the ends of the top sections D

D. Nuis ¢ ¢ prevent the accidental displace-

‘ment of the rods, as well as securely connect

the sections of the seat-rail, while admitting
of the ready separation of the parts. The up-

per ends of the top supports E E, which may
be 1nclined slightly backward so as to be out.
~of the way when elevated, are forked, being

each divided, as shown, into three bmnches, *
‘e el e
| in line, or nearly so, with the supporting-md,
while the branches e! ¢ are respectively bent
‘or inclined to the front and back.
branches are rigidly connected, by screws or
otherwise, at their ends, with. the skeleton top

The bra,nch e is about vertical, and
These

frame, compos:ed of side pieces F F and
front and back or end pieces F1 k% A central

piece, If%, passes from side to side of thie frame.
| The covering or deck of the top is secured to

the rigid frame thus formed 1n suitable man-
ner. Diagonal jointed braces G G, one at

“either side of the buggy, are mounted, so as
to turn freely at their lower ends, on horizon-
tally-projecting arms or studs H H, shown as -

formed with the lower rod or main sections
B’ of the seat-rail, about in line with the seat-
back. The upper ends of the brace-rods are
jointed to short arms 1 I formed with the cen-
‘tral forks of the top supports.

in place upon the threaded shanks H H and

I I, against shoulders formed upon them. The . -
Jomts g g of the braces are made, as usnal, so =

as to tlex in one direction only.
From the foregoing description it will be
seen that the top may be swung back, without

wrinkling or folding, out-of the way, by bend-
ing the diagonal blaces backward; and that,
| when so lowered out of the Way an unob-

structed space is left at the sides of the buggy
above the seat-rail. When the top is raised

ample room is left for getting in and out of the
| buggy, as no portion of the top supports be-

low their forks projects in advance of the seat,

and the supports themselves incline back out

of the way. The branches of the supports af -
ford a firm and rigid attachment for the top

framing, and the central ones the means of
pivoting the upper ends of thediagonal braces,

Nuts b ¢ se-
cure the ends of the jointed -pivoted braces =
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‘which firmly hold the top when raised, and
admit of its being readily lowered from within
the buggy. As the top does not fold when
lowered, it will last much longer and present a

| jointed diagonal braces pivoted at their up-

per ends to the central branches of the top
supports and at their lower ends to arms pro-
jecting from the seat-rail, substantially as set

neater appearance than the usual folding top, | forth.
while it is much cheaper in construction, and
can be made very light.

I claim as of my own invention—
~ The combination of the seat-rail and back,
tormed as specified, theswinging-top supports,
their projecting arms and branches, and the |

- In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed myname, - |
SAMUEL D. WELLING.
Witnesses:

'R. B. ALLEY,
GEo. W. COOPER.
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