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- To all. whom it may concern: | |

Be it known that I, EL1zA 1. PHELPS, of
Salem, in the county of Essex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Slate-Covers, of which
the tollowing is a specification:

The present invention relates to improve-
ment in slate-covers; and consists, more par-
ticularly, in the application thereto of arith-
metical tables, tables of weights and meas-
ures, figures, numerals, letters, drawings,

copies, or samples, or other tables or designs,

all as will pow be more fully and in detail set
forth and explained. | -

In the drawings, A denotes the slate, hav-
Ing the usual frame @ ; and B, the cover. This
cover 1s made of any suitable material, and
adapted to be attached to the slate, so that it
can be folded down on the slate upon the sides
to protect the same, like as the lids or cover
of a book are folded down on the book-leaves
when the bool is shut, In the present in-
stance this cover is represented as made of
pasteboard sides with cloth back, and attached
to the slate-frame by means of tacks driven
through the back and into the frame; but it
1s evident that these derails of coustruction
can be varied in many ways. |
~ Upon the inside of each leaf of the cover
may be printed, cut, marked, stamped, en-
graved, or otherwise indicated, any of the
~arithmetical tables, copies, tables of weights
and measures, tables of facts or dates, numer-
als, samples, letters, patterns, drawings, or
other devices or designs that may be needed
or desired, for the use, chietly, of young chil-
dren, or in the primary or other schools.

When said symbols, marks, &c., as afore-
said, are thus displayed on the cover of the
slate, they are exceedingly convenient for the
use of the child or pupil in study and the

| usual school exercises, as they are ready at

F

hand for reference without any delay or in-
convenience. Instead of placing these, as
atore stated, directly upon the cover, they can
be printed on sheets or separate pieces of pa-
per or cloth, or suitable material or substance,
of any desired shape or form, and then pasted,
glued, fastened, or affixed thereto or there-
upon in any secure, neat, and desirable man-
ner, and they can be arranged in and upon
the cover, as may be convenient, or as taste
may Indicate; or they may be so applied as to
be put on or taken off at will, according as it

may be desired to change them. If desired,

the outside of the covers can be furnished or -
embellished in the same manner.

‘The advantages of this invention over the
slate and separate piece of paper or card-
board having the tables or other marks or in-
scriptions, as aforesaid, are very many and
very plain, especially to the practical teacher,
and not only is the gain in time and conven-
lence in using this device over anything now
known or used very considerable and very
desirable, but, likewise, the economy in cost of -
manufacture is a very marked advantage.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
1 consider new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— -

The slate-cover herein described, provided
with arithmetical or other tables, numerals,
copies, or other educational figures or designs,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

ELIZA INNIS PHELPS.

Witnesses:
MARY E. HICKEY,
SARAH E. Hun.
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