A. G. BUZBY.
PENCIL-SHARPENER.
No.174,7717. patented March 14, 1876.
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PATENT OFFICE.

. UNITED STATES

ALBERT G. BUZBY, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR TO
I - PHINEAS GARRETT, OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVEMENT IN PENCIL-SHARPENERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 174,777, dated March 14, 1876; ﬁ.pplic&tion filed
January 21, 1876.

- To all whom it may concern : o

Be 1t known that I, ALBERT G. BUzBY, of
’hiladelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented an
- Improved Pencil-Sharpener, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification:

The object of my invention is to make a
convenient sharpener by which the end of a
pencil can be ent and pointed without soiling
the hand, and without that scattering about

~ of the chips and pulverized lead which usually

accompanies the operation of sharpening pen-
¢i's in the ordinary manner. -

- In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my sharpening-instru-
ment ; Fig: 2, a vertical section; and Fig. 3
an end view., | | | -

A 18 the block of wood or other suitable
material, made hollow in the present instance
- by boring three holes longitudinally in it, as
. shown 1n Fig. 3,80 as to form a receptacle
permanently closed at one end, a, and closed
at the opposite end by a plate, B, hinged at b
~to the end of the box, from which the con-
~tents can be discharged after raising the
plate, the latter, when depressed, being secured
by any suttable fastening. In the top of the
box, and extending from end to end of the
sine, 18 a slot, ¢, and the top on each side of
~ tis slot is inchined downward to the same;
and to the inclination f f is secared emery or
other granulated grinding material, either by
cementing it directly to the surface or by
gluing sand or emery paper to the same.. To
an inclined slot, &, made in the closed end of
tlie box, is fitted a blade, 4, which can be ad-
justcd by n:eans of a set-screw, m, the head of
the. latter bearing against the lower edge of

t e blade, the catting-edge of which should

~always be near a bearing.surface, n, the latter
forming the bottom of the slot at the closed
end of the box, At a short distance from the
cutting-edge of the blade there is a gunard, p,
which consists in the present instance of a
-siinple wire driven tbrough the box. A sup-
plementary blade, ¢, may also be fitted into
the opposite end of the box so as to project
across the slot, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3.
The operator may, in the first instance, cut
away the wooden portion of his pencil by ap-
plying it to the knife ¢, by which large chips
may be cut off ; then, by placing the partially-
cut end of the pencil on the bottom #n of the
slot ¢, in the inclined position shown in Fig.

1 2, and by drawing the pencil backward and

forward, and at the same time turning it with
his fingers, he can soon reduce the wood and
lecad to the desired tapering form, and the
lead may subsequently have a fine point im-
parted to 1t by rubbing over the inclined
grinding-surface f f. The particles of dust
adhering to the point of the pencil may be
removed therefrom by drawing it across a
piece of sponge or other suitable substance,
w, fastened to one of the surfaces f. .
- When a portion of the blade ¢ has become

blunt by long-continued use, it mmay be moved

laterally so as to present another and sharper

portion of its cutting-edge at the bottom n of”

the slot, and the blade can be easily removed
when its entire cutting-edge has to be sharp-

ened. | | |
It will be noticed that the chips made by
the blades ¢ and ¢ must fall into the interior
x of the box, as must also the lead-dust which
18 made by rubbing the point of the pencil on
the inclined grinding-surface f f, and accu-

mulations of dust and chips may be removed

from the box from time to time after raising
the plate B, | B |

The knife ¢q is retained in its slot by the said
plate, and can be readily removed when it
has to be sharpened. Both knives 7 and ¢
may, 1f desired, be straight, or the box may
have only a single knife. ~ -

The above-described device may be tempo-
rarily secared to a table or desk by a screw, .

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination,ina pencil-sharpener, of
the slotted box A, the laterally and diagonally
adjustable knife ¢, and guard p, all substan-
tially as deseribed. o . | .

2. The combination of the slotted box A, . -
the blade ¢, and movable plate B. |

3. The within-described pencil-sharpening
mstrament, consisting of the slotted block A,
a knife or knives extending across the said
slot, and the grinding-surfaces f on each side
of the same, all as set forth. -

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. |

ALBERT G. BUZBY.

Witnesses: | |
HARRY HOWSON, Jr.,
HARRY Sl\I;TH. o
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