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IMPROVEMENTIN.REEFING FORE AND AFT SAILS.

Speelﬁeetmn ferm:ng pert of Letters Patent No. 174 yA235, deted Mereh 7 1876 a,ppheetmn filed
| | December 1, 1875

To all whom it MAY CONCErn:
- Be it known that I, SAMUEL C: LOUD of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and’
useful Improvements in the Method of Reefing
IFore and Aft Sails, of which the followmg 18
a specification:

My invention relates to an unprovement in
‘that method of reefing fore and aft sails where

~ the gafl’ is hauled down to the mast, whereby

the sail 1s reduced to a trlangular form, by
pioviding the sail with a strong re-enforcing:-
band passing diagonally down the sail, over
and on which band the reefing takes. pla,ce ;

and it consists more . paltleulerly in doing
- away with the usual bagging of the sail when
reefed by means of auxiliary reefing- lmee F
) (i , arranged as described.-

FIU‘HI'B 1 is an elevation, showing my sail
nnreeted
sail reefed.

A represents the mast B the boom, and C
- the gatf. The sail 'S b’ is made, as shewn,
with a strong re-enforcing-band, D running

from the sail at the outer end of the boom tothe

point at which the gaff joins the mast. This

band D serves as areefing-line for the sail and

admits of the upper part S’/ of the sail being

made of lighter duck than the lower part S.

The gaff has a set of brails, E-E E, Fig. 1, and

- E’ E''E/, Fig. 2, which are made ‘fast at one 1
- end to the gaff, 'and which run to the eyes ¢ e

~ ¢ on the mast, so that either sets of these brails

may be used to haul down the gaff to the

- mast on whichever side of the re-enforcing-
band D it may be desirable, according to the

! lines EY E‘r B! F'r or vice versa,

3

teck on which the vessel may be sailing. F,
Fig. 1, and I/, Fig. 2, 1s a line, made fast, as
shown, to the a,fter leach rope of the pert of
‘the sail §, and its end ranning through eyes
7 on the masb The gaff C is aJtt.:whed to the

| mast so as to swing freely in any direction,

and 1s raised and Jowered by the peak hal
vards H

To reef my sail, I proceed as follows: I‘1rst
ioosen the helyards H, then draw in the brells
EEERELF, and at the same time loosen the
This action
will draw the geff C down to the mast, as
shown in Fig. 2, and the part S’ of the sail
will be ifolded secﬂrely and snugly in by the
auxiliary reef-lines I' I, by which the objec-
tionable bagging of the sail oceurring gener-
-ally in this system of reefing will be avoided.
(See Fig. 2, in whwh poutmn the whole may

Fig. 2 18 an elevation, showmg my | be made fast. )

T am aware that it is not unusuel te reef
fore and aft sails by hauling the gaff down to

| the mast, thus reducing -the sail to a triangu-

lar form, and such I do not claim broadly ; but
 What I claim, and deelre to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

In a fore .:l]]d aft sail, the auxiliary brails

F I, and leading- eves ¢, arranged as de-

scribed, in combination with the re-enforcing-
band D of the sail S 8/, gatt C, and brails E
K, substentlally as aud for the purpose set

~ SAMUEL C, LOUD.
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Witnesses: |
- FRANK G. PARKER,
- A, HUN BERRY.
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