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To all whom it maz J concern : - |
Beit known that I, WILLIAM 1. HOFEOKER

of White Haven, Luzerne county, Pennb}l
~ vanla, have. 1nventeﬂ a new. and Improved'
Car-Br ake, of whlch the followmg 1S a speci-

fication:
Figure 1 represents a seqtlonal SIde eleva-

tion of a car-truck, with my improved car-
brake, and Fig.
_ ‘Similar letters of referen(,e mdlca,te corre-.
- spondmg parts. | £

2 a bottom view of the same.

My invention relates to an 1mpr0ved car-

brake, which may be quickly and effectively |

applied to bear on theé rail without coming in

~contact with the wheels; and it consists in
- the combination of parts, as herelnatter de-

bbl"lbed

" Inthe dr awing, A reprebents a short la;tel.a:l"
shaft that is supported on hangers B applied

rigidly to the truck-fr ame, between the wheels.
A lev er-arm, a, is keyed to the shaft, and con-
nected either dlrectly or by an mtexmedlate

shatt, b, crank d, and connecting-rods ¢, with

the hfwd wheel andfratuhet and pawl mechan

~ 1sm at the front and rear platforms of the car,
- or to steam or vacuum appliances, by which

the brakes are operated in the customary |
manner. Shaft A-earries vertically above the
rail of the track an _eccentrie, C, keyed there-

to, to which is applied, by an. euurclmg band,

the loosely-sliding fra,m{, D that supports a,ls
its lower end the ‘brake-shoe E. The encir-
cling band and shoe- -carryingirame aresecured

by fastening-bolts, or in other suitable man- |

ner, around the eccentrlc, the brake-shoe bemg

o

T

1 counected by a dm otail groove and bolts to
|the frame, and Sllb]_)@lld@d at the ends by

rods g attached to a spring of the truck-

frame, by which the brake-shoeissteadied,and

carried 1n upward direction. The shoe 18

| made of suitable length with a side flange, £,

extending downward along the rail:head for
the purpose of bearing Jointly on the top and
side of the same. The shoe is carried by the
turning of the eccentric either toward or from
the rail, being retained by its weight; and the
sliding band parallel to the top of the rail.
The brakes are applied by turning the Op

erating wheel in one direction, and raised

irom the wheel by means of the spring ¢ on
releasing the hand-wheel mechanism. |

The parallel motion of the shoe may also
Dbe accomplished in.place of' the eccentrics by
knueckle-joints, or any other equivalent device
by which the same powerful friction on the
rail is obtained. -

I am aware that the .parallel motion abm e

described is not new, and desire to confine - -

myself to the specific de\ ce.
What I elaim is—

The (,omblua,tion mth shaft A 'eoimected

{ with hand-wheel and operative mechanism, of

‘the eccentric C having brake-shoe at lower
end, the encireling band and the shoe-carrying
fra,me, as and tor the purpose described.

WILLIAM L. HOFECKER

Wltuesses - T .
PAUL _GOEPEL, -
- ASHBEL HOFECKER,
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