 F.D. BENNETT.
- - LETTER-BOX. o -
No. 174,340, . ~ Patented Feb. 29, 1876.
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- projecting flange, b, as shown.
~ends of the bars B B form similar sockets for

'UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

"""" I‘RANOIS D. BENNETT OF JAOKSON MICHIGAN, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELI‘
AND GHARLES E. BENNETT, OF SAME PLA(;E |

'IMPROVEMENT N 'LETT_ER-BOXE-_S.

Specification formmg part of Letters Patent No. 1'74.340, dated February 29, 1876; apphcatwn ﬁled
December 20, 1875, -

-

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, FRANCIS D. BENNETT,
of Jackson, in the county of Jackson. and
State of Ml@hlgan have invented certain new
~and useful Imprm ements in Letter - Boxes;
and I do hereby declare that the followmg
18 a full, .clear, and exact description thereof,
T Pference bemg had tothe accompanying dmw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form part of this specification.
- The nature of my invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of a newspa-
per-box, to be attached to gate-posts or other
convenient places, and which will Show on the
~exterior whether anything has been deposited
in the box or not, a
fully set forth. -

In order to enable others skllled 1n the art
to which my invention appertains to make and

. use the same, I will now proceed to describe

- 1ts construction and operation, referring to

the annexed drawing, in which— -
Figure 1 is a front view. Fig.21s a section

on line z », Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a front view,

with the ﬂ.:Lp J down, a,nd I‘lg 4 1s a section

on line y y, Fig. 3.

A repreaents the back or base of my box,
on the front side of which, at each end, is se-
cured & metal bar, B, and from each of said

bars projects forward triangular plate, C.
* The upper ends of the bars B B form sockets.,.

~ in which are inserted pivots a @, formed upon

the ends of the lid D at the inner edge, thus

hinging said lid close to the back A. Alonn'
the front edge of the lid D is a downward
The lower

- the insertion of pivots @ d, which are formed
upon the ends of  the box . This box is
inade triangular in form, with one side open,
and the pivots d prOJecf on a line with the
inner edge of the open side. When the box
1s closed, this open side will be against the
back A, and when the lid D is turned down
the flan ge b of the lid catches over the bottom

L angle of the box and holds it in that position

- between the two triangular plates C C. When
-~ the lid D 1s raised to put a newspaper. in the

as will be heremat‘ter more

box, the box G swings forward on its pivots
until it rests upon a guard, H, projecting from
the base A, and the front SIde, of vhe box will -
be nearly pel pendicular, and as the lid is put
down again it catches over the front edge of
the open top. The front side of the box is to
be painted in a different color, contrasting
with that of the rest.of the box so that it
will readily be seen if any one haJs opened the
box.

~ In place of the swinging box, the box pmper
may be made statwnary, and a swinging flap,

J, attached to the same in such a manner thmt |
when the lid is raised the flap will fall down,
and, said flap being painted in a contmstmn'

-(30101‘ 16 will indicate the samne as the swing-

2 :

ing box or, it desired, both the SWinging
box and swmgmg flap may be used, in which
case the flap J is to be hinged to the box on -
a line with the bottom angle thereof.

Having thus fully described my 1nventlon
what I claim as new, and demre to secure b 3 '
Lietters Patent, is—

1. In a letter or newspaper box, the com-
bination of a frame, a box or receptacle
hinged or pivoted thereto, and a lid, also
hinged to the frame, and ho]dmﬂ' the box or
receptade 1n position, and so .«,ma,nged that
by raising the lid the box will fall or turn to
disclose a differently-colored face, for the pur-
poses herein set forth. -

2, In a letter or newspa,per bo:x:, the com-
bmatlon of a swinging box and a swinging
fap, substantially as .:md for the purposes
herein set forth.

3. The combination of the base A Cross-
bars B B, with plates C C, hinged lid D with
ﬂange b, and the smngmg box G, with the
swmgmg flap J and the guard H substan-

tially as and for the purposes herem set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 affix Ny mguature in presence of
two witnesses. |

'FRANOCIS D. BENNETT.

Witnesses:
 GEORGE DANIELS,
J. C. BONNELL,
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