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To all whom it_may concerin: _
Be it known that I, FRANCIS MARION ENG-

- LISH, of the city of Henderson, connty of Hen-

derson and State of Kentucky, have invented

.a new and useful Life-Preserver, the nature
~of which is set forth in the following speecifi-
cations, and illustrated in the accompanying

The obje'ct ofh'my'inventiou is to secure the

- - maximuwm of buoyant power and the minimum

of bulk and weight, and a convenient form for

application to the person, in a life-preserver
~ whichrequires no inflation and is always ready
- for use. It consists in combining hermetical-

ly sealed vessels, of the form hereinafter. de-
scribed, and an elastic flexible-belt corset or

- jacket, as hereinafter fully set forth.

My drawing fully illustrates the 'constmc-

tion, application, and operation of my inven-,

tion. - .
~ a a represent an elastic flexible-belt corset
or jacket, secured around the person, under
the arms and above the hips, by means of a
buckle at one end and a perforated strap at
the other. It can be quickly attached to the
body of the person. Any suitable means may

- be used, in adjusting it to the person, instead

of the buckle and strap. b b represent her-
metically-sealed metal vessels, attached on the
outside of the belt & a by means of loops, or
In any suitable way. They have preferably

the,_ form of hollow 1cylinders, connet}tedﬂhl,on o1]-

tudinally by a curvilinear-shaped chamber of
less diameter than the cylinders, so that the

configuration fits the form of the person using

it. . The vessel has a partition on the inside,

that, should one section of it become disabled

by accideunt, the other will be sufficient to up- -
hold the person in water withont danger of

sinking. The ends of the vessels are rounded,
to secure greater strength, easein application
to the person, and to prevent injury to the

“body from a plunge into water with great force
or from unusual height. They vary in number
and size, to construct life-preservers of differ-
ent lifting capacities and adaptation to suit

persons of different sizes and weight.

I am aware that hermetically-sealed metal
vessels have been used as life-preservers; but
I claim that my manner of counstructing and

| combining hermetically-sealed metal vessels

for a life-preserver is new and greatly advan-
tageous. -
I claim— | -
_A life-preserver consisting of the vessels b b,
of the form described, attached to a belt or
Jacket, substantially as set forth, -

FRANCIS M. ENGLISH.
Witnesses: | |

J. M., STONE,
J. F. LOCKETT.
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