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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ULYSSES PRATT, of

Deep River, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Connecticut, have . invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Keys
for Piano-Fortes, Organs, and other musical
iustruments; and 1 do hereby declare that
the following is-a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the same, reterencc being had to
the accompanying drawlng, which forms part
of this specification, and in which—

Figuare 1 represents a view, in perspective,
of a key constructed 1 in accordance with the
Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal
section of said key in part, and FKig. 3 a

further partial vertical longitudinal section,

showing a modified construction of the key.

This invention relates to the white keys of
piano-fortes, organs, melodeons, and other
musical instruments. In the manafacture of
said keys it is usual, by way of economising

stock, to apply the ivor y, or other veneer, 1o

two or more pieces, to the tops of said keys,
as for instance, one broad piece which is ap-

plied to the wide forward top portien of the
key, and one narrower piece or strip, which is
applied to the other narrower portion of said
key. This usually makes what is termed a
black joint at the meeting ends of the pieces
or strips of veneer, and is very objectionable.

This black joint results not so much from
separation of the veneer-sections by longt.

tudinal expansion or coutraction, as from the
gradual rising of one or other of said sections
Or pieces, whlch in being separately applied
to the wood of t-he key, are liable to be pressed
unequally into the wood, and so that the one

piece which 1s pressed harder than the other

piece into the wood will rise more slowly as
the wood recovers itself. There are, also,
other causes which operate to produce thlb

black jolnt.
My invention has for its object the preven-

tion of such a joint; and it consists in a com-,

bination, with the separate veneer sections or
pieces and wooden body or wood of the key,

of a joint-supporting piece, A, of 1vory, or

other harder material than the wood of the
key, inserted in the wood and beneath the

“meeting portions of the veneer- sections,

nniformly rise to or maintain a flush top sur-
face at the joint. Theinvention, also, consists
1 an extension of said 1nserted joint-support-
ing piece over the opening or hole made in the
wood of the key for the pin, on which the for-
ward portion of the key WOIkS, whereby said
jolnt supporting piece also serves to admit of
the hole for the reception of sald pin being
made entirely through the wood of the key,
and of the pin httmg deeply into the latter,
without any exposure of it, or of dust collect-
ing above it, through the tmnsparent Or par-
tially transparent veneer of the key.
Referring, in the first instance, to Figs. 1
and 2 of the drawing, A represents the body
or wood of the white key of a piano-forte, or
other musical instrument, of reduced width,
or cut away on one or both of 1ts sides for the
greater.portion of its length in the rear, to
accommodate the sharps and flats, or black
keys, of the instrument, but®of increased
width in front, as usual. Said front and rear

portious of the wood of the key are covered, =

respectively, with separate pleces or sections
b d, of ivory or other veneer, as cuastomary in
the construction of said keys, the veneer sec-
tion or piece D being considerably wider than
the piece d. Under neath these separate ve-
neers, or sectional pieces of veneers, and be-
tween them and the wood of the key at the
meeting parts of said veneers, and let into the
upper surface of the wood of the key, is a

joiut supportinfr piece, f, which may be, also,

of ivory, or is of any other suitable harder
material than the wood of the key, whereby
the two veneers b d will always be kept at the
same.level under all circumstances, and a
black joint at the meeting ends of'sa,id ve-
neers will be avoided.

Fig. 3 of the drawing shows a similar com-
bination of separate veneers, b d, a joint-sup-

‘porting piece, f, and the _Wood 'A of the key ;

but with the joint-sapporting piece f extend-
ed in a forward direction, so as to project
over the opening or hole ¢ made in the wood
of the key for reception of the pin on which
the wide forward portion of the key works.
The said joint-supporting piece thereby not -
only prevents a black joint in the veneer cov-
ering the upper portion of the key, as herein-

whereby both of said veneer sections will | before specified, but also admits of the hole g
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being made with increased expedition through
the entire wood of the key, and of the pin
which enters said hole, fitting deeply within
the wood of the key without exposure at the
apper end of said through opening or hole g
also without exposure of any dust or dirt col-
lecting above said pin through the trans-
parent, or partially transparent, veneer on
the upper surface of the key, by reason, as
mentioned, of the forward-extended portion
of the joint-supporting piece f over the hole g.

1 claim— |

1. The combination with the wood A form-
ing the key-body, and the separate veneers
b d applied to its top, of the joint-supporting
piece f, of ivory or other material harder than

|

said wood, and inserted in the latter under

the meeting ends of said veneers, substan-

tially as specified.

9. The combination, with the wood or body
A of the key, and its separate top veneers b d,
of the joint-supporting piece f inserted in the
wood or body of the key, and extending to
project over the opening or hole ¢ In the
forward portion of the body of the key, essen-
tially as and for the purposes herein set forth.

ULYSSES PRATT.

Witnesses:
- Brny. W. HOFFMAN,
- FrRED. HAYNES,
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