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- the body of the wearer,

"UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

 ELIZABETH S. WELDOX, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

- IMPROVEM EN T Njsm'm.-'s'uppo‘mas. L

Speclﬁca,mon formmcr part of Letters P&tent No. 173 699, da,ted February 10, 1876 apphcatmu ﬁled
SR October 23 187;} o - R

. —n—

To all wham it may _j concern:
~ Beit known that I, ELIZABETH STOWELL
WELDON of New York in the county of New

~ York. fmd State of New York, have invented
- certain new and useful Improvemeutb in Ladies’
Wearing- Apparel of Wthh the followmﬂ isa

Speclﬁcatwn
This invention relautes to (361‘13‘111] improve-

ments in ladies’ skirt-supporters, its object be-
ing to furnish a support for those portions of

the clothing usually secured around the waist

~and supported by the hips, so as to throw the

weight of the same upon the shoulders, and
relieve the hips, and, further,'to furnish a brace
‘or stay for strengthunn o the back of the wear-
er; and it consists, first, in a crescent-shaped

| strlp of woven fabric a;ttached to a belt to be |

secured around the body, and provided with
straps to pass over thie shoulders, the crescent-
shaped support being kept distended by arib
or strip- of flexible material, and supported
from below by means of one or more bent
springs, the uppér ends of which are attached
to theunder side of said erescent-shaped strip,
the Jower ends resting in pockets in a de.
~pending strip of fibrous material, as herein-
after more fully specified ; and, bﬂbO]ld 111 COIm-
- bination with the belt, bt[‘dl}S and cruscent
shaped support for the dothm g, of a brace or
stay adapted to conform to the shape of the
back, and extend from between the shoulder-

blades down to the small of the back when se-

cured to the person of the wearer, and form a

substantial and efficient support for the back.

In the dmwmn‘q, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of my improved skirt-support
without the back-braces; and Iig. 2 a view
of the same, showing the b..—mk bmce dtt.:mhetl
Fig. 3 is a sebtlonal VICW.

‘The letter A represents the suppmt for the
clothing, of such shape as to fit closely to

any suitable material, but it is most conven-
lently formed of a crescent- shaped btllp ot
fabric, around the outer edge of which Is se-
cured a rib of elastic metal or other mmaterial,

@, by means of which the strip is kept properly

distended. The inner edge of said strip or

_support is attached to a belt, B, adapted to fit.

around the waist of the wearer, and provided

her elm’rter described.
made of suitable material, and each may be

This may be made of |

P - .

ey,

| w1th hooks C C, by means of whmh the loose

ends of the straps D D, which are securely at-

‘tached to the back of the belt at their other _'

endb, and extend over the shoulders of the
wearer when in place. The letter E represents
a strip of fabric secured to the inner edge of
the crescent-shaped support, to the lower edge

of the rear of the belt, or bétween said sup-
port and - belt.

Sald Stl"lp i3 provided with
the pockets e ¢ on the outside, in which the
ends of the curved springs F- F' are adapted
to- rest the upper -ends being securely at-

tached to the under side of the’ suapport A,

said springs serving to keep the support A
in 2 horizontal or nearly horizontal position
when secured to the body of the wearer. The
straps D D may be made of elastic or non-

elastic material, as desired; but it will gener-
‘ally be found prefelable to coubrlzru(,t them of

non-elastic bands with elastic insertions d d, -
as shown in the drawings. The letter (_T |
Fig. 2, represents the brace adapted to ht'

lleatl3 to the back when in place. Said brace
may consist of one or more metal, whalebone,
or other strips of material &,nfﬁuently elastic

‘to bend to the shape of the back., It will be
found most convenient, however, to construct -

the braces of a series of stays, H H, confined
between two sheets of fabric, I, in suuh posi-
tions as to fall upon both sule& of the spine
when attached to the person. To the upper

end of said brace, which falls between the a

shoulder-blades, are attached the bands
straps D D, which pass over the shoulders of
the wearer, a,ud are secured at the ends, as
Said bands may

provided with a short e].:mstu, insertion, d, 1n
order to allow the same to yield to the motlon_ |
of the wearer for the sake of comfort and con-
venience; or the whole may be made of elas-
tic matexml -

The belt B is secured at the center to the -
brace A by sewing, or by means of rivets, eye-
lets, clasps, or any other convenient fastening
device; but it will be seen that the belt can
be dl%peused with, and the support G attached
directly to the brace A, and provided with
straps at each end for the purpose of fasten-
ing around the waist. The strip E, when the

Wlth a buckle at one end for fastemug, ‘md | brace 1s employed, may be a cﬂmtmuamon of

be



~the fabrie forming part of the brace; orit may
be attached to the Dbelt or- support A,-as be-
fore described.

The device is secured to the body of the |

wearer by passing the straps E over the
shoulders. The ends of the belt are then fast--
ened around the waist, and the strapssecured

to the same at the .sudes by means of the hooks |

L on the belt and the eyelets:M in the bands.

- When thus applied it will be seen that the

support will serve to hold the skirts and other

clothing usually fastened around the waist,

the whole weight of the same beiug thrown

~ upon the shoulders, relieving the hips of strain,
~allowing the clothes to be worn much looser
~than heretofore, and thus adding. greatly to
the health and comfort of the wearer, and,
“when the brace is employed, formmg d
strengthening-support for the body .

- Lam aware that a skirt-supporter composed
of rings confined to a corset by a band or

~ strap, and prowded with a supportmg :band

connecting all the rings together, is not new;
“and I am also aware that a corset has been
constructed with a rib for supporting a la,dy’s
skirt, cmd such I disclaim ; but,

' | .-p_en_ ding-strip E, substantially-as deseribed.

173,699

Having thus described my invention, what
I'elaim, and desme to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15—

1. The crescent-shaped strip A of woven
tabriec, provided with a flexible rib or strip
around its outer. edge ‘to keep it distended,
and attached at its inner edge to a belt, B
adapted to be fastened around the body and |
over the shoulders by means of straps D, in
combination with the springs F attached to

‘the under side of said crescent-shaped- strip,

the lower ends resting in pockets e in the de-

2. In combination with the belt B, straps
D, and crescent-shaped support, the mee or
stay G, provided with the springs H H, and
adapted to conform to the back of the wearer

isubstcmtla,llv as described.

In testlmony that I'claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand in the presence of
the subscribing witnesses.

ELIZABETH STOWELL WELDON

Wltnesses
| W, H. MELIGK

- W. READ
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