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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SIGOURNEY WALES, of
New York, State and. county of New York
have invented certain Improvements in Lever-
Buckles, of which the following 1s a specifica-
tion :

My 1nvention consmts primarily, in con-

structing a buckle with opeumgs or cuts in the
main or body plate, which detach the sides
from the bed in such a manner that the por-
tion between the said openings becomes a
tongue, on which the lever holds the material

which passes under the hinges of said lever.

My invention further LOHSlbtb In the ar-
rangement, with the frame so constructed, of
two lever 'S, one at either end of the same pld,te,
working 1u Opp()blte directions.

In the accompanying drawings, Flgure 1
represents a tace view of the buckle with the
base-plate in dotted line; Fig. 2, a side sec-
tion ; Kig. 3, parts detauhed I‘lgs 4 and 5,
mmhﬁuabmna of my device.

Like letters refer to conespoudmg parts in
the several figures.

A represents the base- phte of t]_lb buckle,

provided with the usual sides or lugs ¢ ¢, and

slotted at I I, to perwmit the insertion of fab-
ri¢ of g:,reatel width than the body of the
buckle beneath the lever C. |

The tongue D, prolonged from the slotted |
base-plate, forms a spring, which bears against.

the lever €, and holds_the- fabric 1n firm con-

tact therewith. - At the other end of the

buckle, and acting reversely to lever Cis a
~ lever, B, intended to hold a strap of such
\wldth bh%t it may be inserted between the

parallel sides of the buckle. This lever may

be replaced by a sliding clasp, as shown 1n

Ifig. 4, (in cross-section in Fig. 3, «,) in which |

casetheend of the base-plateshould be turned
- up and teethed, as in Fig. 3 at .  Or, iustead
of the cam or sliding clasp, the rear end of the
base-plate may be prolonged and hooked to
receive a ring or loop, as in Ifig. a.

The strap 1s applied to the buckle by hftmg |

and throwing back the upper lever, admitting
the strap beneath it and pressing it agaln into

L

' position. In doing this the teeth become em-

bedded in the strap, which yields and per-
mits itself to be crowded along the surface, so
that 1t holds fast, and. at the same tline re-
quires some foroe to be applied to cause the

| lever to rise and release 1ft.

The lower lever C works in the same man-
ner in an opposite direction, while the cuts or
openings I' K permit the selvage edge of
cloth and other material to come beneath its
gripe by passing through the cuts I I¥ and
over the tongue D. When in this position the
lever, being pressed into position, secures the

lmckle to tlu_, cloth firmly.

The operation of the modifications shown in
Figs. 4 and 5 will be understood without fur-
ther description. ~

I ¢laim as my invention—

1. In a lever- buckle, the base-plate A, hav-
ing slots or openings F' I, substantially as and

for the parpose herein set forth.

2. The combination of the lever C, with the
base- plate ot lever-buckles, having the cuts or
openings K F therein, substantially as and for
the purpose herein set forth. |

3. The combination of the lever C, with the
base-plate of lever-buckles, having slots or -
openings I' I therein, and the 'spring-tongue'

D, substantially as desurlbed

4. The wmhmatlon of the lever B, with the
body-plate of lever-buckles, hzwmg the cuts
or openings ' I therein, substantially as and
10r the purpose herein b&t forth.,

. The combination of the two levers B and

, 0 wwh the body-plate of lever- buckles, hav-

mﬂ the cuts or openings If I, therem sub-

*btalntmlly as and for the purp{)be helembefore

set forth.
6. A lever-buckle, having at one end the
lever C, slots F I‘, and spring-tongue D, and

at the other a suitable farstenmg dewce, sub-

stantially as descmbed

| SIGOURNEY WALES

‘Witnesses .
- N. H. FURNESS, |
FRANK CHAPIN.
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