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To all whom it may concern : -

| is attached a bar, J, preferably of metal, which

Be it known that I, WirLrLiAMm W. PARKER, | serves as a brace. ~Midway of the length of

of Minneapolis, in the county of Hennepin and
 State of Minnesota, have invented an Im-
proved Reversible Folding Seat; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,

clear, and exact description of the same, refer-

ence being had to the accompanying drawing,
which forms part of this specification. |

- My invention relates to certain  improve-
ments, applicable to school-seats, settees, and

similar articles, for the purpose of facilitating

the reversing of the back, and enabling the
article to be folded within a small compass.

- The invention consists, first, in a novel con-
struction and combination of the arms and

~ back, whereby the operation of reversing the

back is facilitated, and said back and arms
are held firmly in place when elevated, and
whereby, also, the backisheld in place flat upon
the seat and the arins folded down thereon.

The invention consists, further, in the com-
bination of the legs and a swinging brace, and
in certain details of construction thereof,
whereby the legs are held in position when
unfolded. L N

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is a
transverse vertical section of a settee or other
seat constructed according to my invention.
Fig. 2 is a front view of the same.
an end view of the article when folded. Fig.
4 18 a bottom view of the same. |

A A represent the side rails, and B B the
end pieces, of a frame, upon which rests the
seat proper C. On the upper side of the seat
C, near the four corners thereof, are four pro-
Jections, D, formed or attached in any suitable
manner. A portion of each projection forms

one-half, f,/of a hinge, the other half, 2, being

formed on the arm K. Between the hinge
portion f! and the outer edge of each projec-
tion D, is a stud, d, immediately adjoining
which is a rounded notch or depression, e.
The projections D and arms E are preferably
made of metal. The arms E are of skeleton
construction, and in the two upper corners of
each arm are rounded notches or recesses g.
The-back H may consist of wooden slats fast-

. ened together, or of a frame-work of any suit-

able construction. At each end of the back

Fig. 3 is

H

each bar is a stud, #, extending from the end

~of the back in a direction longitudinally there-
of. The outer end of the stud is provided with
a flange or-head. At each end of the bar J is
‘a lag, 4, extending outward parallel with the
stud A, Thelugs ¢are rounded, so as toavoid |

injury to the clothes of a person occupying

‘the seat or passing near it, and are perforated

edges of the legs.

for engagement with the studs d on the pro-
jections D. - When the back and arms are ele-
vated the lugs ¢ nearest the lower edge of the

| back rest in the notches ¢, and the flanged or

headed studs h, at the ends of the back, rest
1n the recesses ‘¢, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
By this means the back is held in position,
being slightly inclined backward in conse-
quence of the recesses g being farther from the
center than the notches ¢, and the arms E are
prevented trom folding inward or being forced
outward, in consequence of the engagement of
the Hlanges or heads of the studs & with the
recesses g. When the back is to be reversed,
to enable the occupant to face in the opposite
direction, it is first laid flat on the seat, and
then raised, so that its formerly lower edge
will become the upper edge, and the studs %
and the formerly upper lugs ¢ will engage with

the recesses g and notcbes e in the opposite

portions of the arms, as before described.
- When the settee is to be folded the back is
laid flat upon the seat C, so that the studs d
will pass.into the perforations in the lugs 7,
and thereby hold the back in place, and as the
height of the pivots of the hinges f! f? from
the seat C is equal to or greater than the
thickness of the back H, the arms are readily
folded down upon the back.

- The studs % and lugs ¢ need not necessarily
be formed on the bars J, but may be attached
to the back H in any suitable manner. The
legs K are hinged or pivoted to the under por-
tion of the frame, preferably by means of piv-
ots p, passing through the rails A and into the
By this mode of pivoting

themn they may be folded up between the rails
and not project below the lower edges thereof,
Under the seat C is hinged or pivoted a frame,
M, of a length equal to the distance between



!

the legs when unfolded, and of a width not
greater than the space between the rails. At
the lower corners-of the frame M are lips or
studs m m, and on the inner sides of the legs
K are sockets [ { for the reception of said lips.
When the legs are unfolded to support the
seat the frame M is drOpped between them to

- the inclined position shown in Figs. 1 and 2,

and the lips or studs m enter the sockets I, bv
which means the legs are firmly braced and
prevented from displacement in either direc-
tion.. When in this position the brace M may
serve as a foot-rest for the occupant of a seat
located behind the:-one to which said brace
belongs. Instead of a single frame or brace,
there may be, if desired, two smaller ones, of
triangular or other suitable shape, one at each
end, attached and operating in a similar man-

ner to that just deseribed.

On the under side of the seat O are two but-
tons, R R, the ends of which are of a thick-

ness corrBSpondmg with the width of grooves |

‘When
the settee is to be folded the br&ce M is laid
flat against the bottom of the seat C, and the
legs K are then folded against the bmce 1n |

s 8, in the lower edges of the legs K K.

which position- they are secured by turmng

the ends of the buttons R info the grooves s, |
~as shown In Kig. 4. When the article is thus- |

’fdlded its thickness is no greater than the

width of the rails A, together with the thick-
ness of the back H &nd arm E, as will be seen
by reference to Fig. 3, in whlch position it
will'ocenpy a compamtn ely small space when
set aside out of use, or When packed for trans-
portatwn o |

"What 1 clalm as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— |
- 1. The combma,tlon of the studs &nd lugs

% on the back H, the arms E, provided with

the recesses g, and the prq]ectlons D, provided
with the notches ¢, whereby the back and arms
are-held in position when elevated, and the

‘reversing of the back is ffwlhtated substan-
tially as herein described.

2. The combination of the_perfomted lugs 1,
studs d, arms L, and hinges f! 2, whereby
the b&ck is held in place on the seat, and the.

‘arms folded down thereon, substanbmlly as

herein described.

3. The combination of -the hlnged brace M
and lips m, and the pivoted legs K and sock-
ets Z,fw‘lereby the legs are held in place when.

unfolded substant1ally as herein deseribed.

WM W PARKER
W1tnesses

CuAs. F. HENDRYX,
H. H. MONK.
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