L. P. BOARDMAN & A.J. PEAVEY.

REVOLVING FIRE-ARM.
No.172,243. ~ Patented Jan. 18, 1876.

—
~ =
A T\ :g ::;))

iIN-¢ 0 P

R e ren 7
S e AR
= - e e e

7

z

> - -

N.PETERS, PHOTQ-LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, D C.




STATES

FFICE&

SR T
£ . -
o T - - -
Py . \ . )
I;- ... "'I_ . .
.lu-:‘ [T} -F-" " _-|:I‘;f;-|

EDWARD P. BOARDMAN AND ANDREW J. PEAVEY, OF LAWRENOE, MASS.

IMPROVEMENT IN REVOLVING FIRE-ARMS.

Specification formmcr part of Letters Patent No. 172,243, dated January 18, 1876; apphcatmn ﬁled
June 24, 1875.

To all whom it may concern:

cartridge-chambers, arranged in parallelism

Be it known that we, EDWARD. P. BOARD- | with each other, and with the barrel B, in the

MAN and ANDREW J. PEAVEY, of Lawrence
In the county of ‘Essex, State of Massachu-
setts, have invented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Pistols, of which the follow-

ing is a description sufficiently full, clear, and

exmt to enable any person skilled 111 the art
or science to which our invention appertains
to make and use the same, reference being had
to thie accompanying drawing, forming a p&rt
of this specification, in whlch-——

Figure 1 is a side elevation, and Fw 2 a
vertical longitudinal section.

Likeletters of reference .ndicate correspond-
ing parts in the dlﬁ’erent ﬁgures of the draw-
ing.

Our invention relates to that class of pis-
tols generally known as revolvers; and con-
sists 1n a novel construction and arrannement
of the parts, as hereinafter more fully set forth
and claimed, by which the size of the imple-
ment 1s ﬂrea,tly reduced, while 1ts effectwe
ness 1s increased. -

1t 1s well known that pistols of thls nature,
when constructed with a stock or handle of
suificient proportions to enable them to be held
in the hand and discharged in the usnal man-
ner without depending upon the barrel to
steady the same, are too cumbersome to be
conveniently carried in the pocket. It is also
well known that most pistols, whether revolv-

ers or otherwise, require cocking by an inde-

pendent or entirely different motion of the
hand from that made in discharging thesame—
thatis to say, the hammer is drawn back and
set by one movement and the trigger pulled
by another, thus rendering it 1mp0831ble in
many 1nstances to fire as rapidly as desirable.

Our invention is designed to obviate this
objection and difficulty; and to that end we
make use of means, the nature and operation
of which will be readily understood by all
conversant with such matters from the follow-
ing description :

In the drawing, A 18 the stock or body ; B
the barrel; Q, the cylinder; and D, the push
pin or trigger—rod
the ordinary constructiou, is arranged to re-
volve on the pintle or axis R, having the pull
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The cylinder, which is of |

I‘

usual-manner. A lever, V, is pivoted in the
lower part of the stoc,k and to one end of
this lever there is Jomted the locking-pin or
bolt U, working vertically in a hole in the
stock, 1ts upper end fitting into a groove, S,
cut @round the pmtle R, and into which it IS
forced by the expanswe action of the coiled
spring W beneath the free end of the lever.
Pivoted in a proper socket or cavity, formed
within the breech of the pistol, there is a ham-
mer, m, provided with a spring, N, the expan-
sive action of which tends to force the ham-
mer 1n the direction of the cylinder (). On
the lower part of the hammer, contiguous to
the cylinder, there 1s a flange or projection to
which 1s pivoted a click or pawl, P, provided
with the spring O. This spring has one of its
ends attached to the interior of the stock, its
opposite or free end resting upon the pawl,
and forcing 1t down into contact with a series
of ordinary ratchet- teeth, (not shown,) ar-
ranged 1n circular form on the ead of the cyl-
inder. A pin, K, is fitted to-work in a hole
drilled vertically in the hammer, and beneath
this pin there is a coiled spring, L, the action
of which causes 1t to pr otrude hghtl,y above
the top of the hammer, forming a yielding stud
or dog. 'The stock A is extended somewhat

‘above the barrel B, and provided with a longi-

tudinal aperture or hole, in which the rod D
is fitted to slide freely in parallehsm with the
barrel, being kept from revolving by the pro--
jection I on the outer end of the rod working
in a groove or runlet, U, formed on the upper
side of the barrel. The inner end of the rod
is provided with a downwardly- projecting
tooth or stud, J, and the outer end with the
pull or finger piece (x, whicl -is pivoted therein |
at H. The outer end of the rod is also drilled
to receive the short colled spring ¢, the inner
end of which rests against the rod, and the
outer end against the pull (3, the action of the
spring tending to keep the pull in a vertical
position. Atftached to the stock beneath the
rod D, and arranged to extend over the ¢ylin-
der Q, there is a flat spring, X, provided upon
its lower face with the stop or cateh Y, which
is fitted to work in a series of depressions or

or head T, and 1s provided Wlth a series of | nicks, a, formed in the periphery of the c¢ylin-



der Q, and corresponding in number Wlth the |
nummber of chambers therein.

In the use of our improved rev olver the
spring VY 1s depressed, withdrawing the pin
U from the slot S, thus enabling the pintle R
and cyvlinder Q to be removed, when the cyl-
inder may be charged or loaded with cartridges
in the usual manner, and again returned to
position. The plStOI 1s then held in the palm |
of the hand, the end of the barrel B resting
on the second finger, the forefinger being
placed around the pull (, which should be
elevated, as shown in I‘1g 2. The rod D is
then pul]ed or forced inwardly, the tooth J
being thus brought into contact with the plu
K, pushing the hammer m Lack, and caunsing
the pawl P to act against the ratchet on the
cylinder R to revolve the same, the catch Y
~ being meantime raised out of the nick a. As
the rod D continues to advance, and the cyl- |
inder to revolve, the hammer m will be thrown
back to full coek, when the tooth J will escape
or pass by the pm K, leaving the spring N to
force the hammer down upon the cartridge
with a sharp percussive blow and explode the
same. Just prior to the tooth J passing or
escaping the pin K, as described, one of the
loaded chambers in the cylinder will be brought
into such a position that its axial or central
line will be coincident with that of the barrel
B, in which position it will be held by the
stOp Y falling into one of the nicks a, thus
properly securing the c¢ylinder before the dis-
charge takes place. The rod D being now re-
leased the expansive action of the spring If will
force 1t outwardly, causing the tooth J to pass
over the pin K, the spring L yielding for that
purpose, and thus bringing the parts again
Into the position shown in I‘lg 2 prepamtory
to firing another shot. |

The pull G serves not only as a finger-piece,
with which to pull the rod D, but also as a
guard or stopple to prevent tore1gn_substances
- from entering the barrel B, as seen in Fig. 1.

|

‘the spirit of our invention;

The forward end of the stock is cut out or |
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concaved at Z, to enable the pistol to be held
more securely by the finger on which the bar-
rel 1s rested, as described. The boss % on the
rod D is so formed, and the spring X so ar-
ranged, that the boss elevates the cateh Y as
the bObb advances, antil the hammer 1s nearly

| ready to strike, when the cateh is released
| and permitted to fall into one of the nicks, as

described. The hammer m being entirely con-
cealed within the stock or breech, the pistol
1S in a great measure prevented from being
accidentally discharged after the manner of
ordinary pistols.

It will be obvious that the bprmg I‘ may be

dispensed with by employing a ring attaeched

to the rod D, and so arranged that the rod
may be worked both ways by the finger in-
serted in the same, without departing from
.:le{) that the
pull G may be pivoted or ugld as preferred
- Having thus explained our improvement,
what we clmm 1S—

1. In a pistol, subbtantmlly such as de-

seribed, the bhdmg rod D and hammer m, com-

birted to operate substantially as Qpeclﬁed

2. In a pistol, substantially such as - de-
scribed, the hammer m, provided with the
spring-pin K, substantially as set forth.

3. In a plbtol substantially such as de-
seribed, the pull (z, arranged to operate sub-
btautldlly as set forth

4. In a pistol, substantially such as de-
scribed, the cylinder €, barrel B, hammer m,
pawl P and rod D, combined to opemte sub-
bt&utlally as prClﬁed

o. In a pistol, &ubstantmlly such as de-

seribed, the boss 2, in combination with the

Spring-catch Y, substa,ntially as set forth and
specified. - |

EDWARD P. BOARDMAN.
ANDRDW J. PEAVEY.

Witnesses:
C. A, SHAW,
JOHN C. SANBORN.
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