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- To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that we, SAMUEL S. CALHOON
1+ and JoHN KIMERER, of Millersburg, in the
SR county of Holmes and State of Ohio, have in-
vented a certain new and Improved Carpet-
Stretcher, of which the following is a full,
_ clear, and complete description, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings mak-
ing part of this specification, in which— |
Figure 1 is a plan view of the carpet-stretch-
er. Fig. 2 is a view of the under side. Fig.
3 is a side view.
Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several views. |
This invention is for stretching carpets
upon the floor while being nailed down,
whereby is avoided the use of the hands for
that purpose. - |
The construction and operation of the car-
. pet-stretcher are as follows—the same being
an improvement on a similar device for which
- a patent was granted August 18, 1874, No.
154,122, ; -
The invention referred to consists of two
sections, A B, each of which constitutes a
frame, the sides of which are connected at
one end by a tie, a, and thereby prevented
from spreading, whereas the opposite ends
are connected by the wood whereot the frames
are made, as will be seenin the drawings. To
the end of the frame or section B is hinged
| a head, C. Said head consists of a block, D,
N / provided with a cross-piece, li. To satd cross-

Uat’f biece is secured a bar, I, in which is inserted
-/ the teeth G, hereinafter referred to. H H'
-~/ are extension-slides fitted in the frames or sec-

tion A B, so as to slide therein, and which

cured to the head or cross-pieces J of the ex-
tensions. The extensions are retained within
the frames by a bar, b, on the upper side, and
by a button, ¢, on the lower side, which, when
it is turned transversely, as shown in Fig. 2,
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prevents the end of the extensions from mov-

~ prevents the end from dropping downward
through the frame. The extensions are pre-
. vented from sliding endwise in the frame by

? | - ing upward out of the frame, while the bar b

are connected to each other by a hinge, I, se-

| and lodged in some one of the gains e cut on

the inner side of the frames, as will be seen
in the drawings. - - -

The practical operation of the carpet-stretch-
er is as follows: The carpet, on being spread
out upon the floor, one side of it i1s then
tacked down. The opposite side is stretched to
the other side of the room, for tacking down,
by means of the stretcher, to which end one
or both of the extensions i1s drawn out more
or less, according to the size of the room.
The heel or lower end K of section A is placed
on the floor against the wall, while the head
C is fastened to the carpet by means of the
comb or teeth G. The central part of the
stretcher at this time is elevated above the
floor, as may be seen in Fig. 3. Now, on de-
pressing the stretcher, the loose side of the
carpet will be pushed along to the wall, where °
it is retained while being tacked down by the
axial line of the joint I dropping below the
extreme ends of the stretcher resting upon
the floor, which are slightly raised above it
by a block, L, Fig. 3, on one end, and the head
C on the other. The part of the carpet thus
stretched is tacked down, the stretcher is taken
up, and again adjusted for stretching another
breadth of carpet, as above described, and so
on to the end. o |

As above-said, the extensions are drawn
out or pushed in to adjust the stretcher to the
size of the room, which is done by turning
the button ¢ so that the end of the extension
will lift out from between the frame, which
may then be pulled out or pushed in and se-
cured by the pin a’, lodged in one of the gains
e and held therein by the button ¢.

In the carpet-stretcher referred to, the ex-

tension - slides had no head or cross-piece J.

The two extension-slides were connected by a

hinge secured directly to them, which, in con-

sequence of their being narrow, a narrow
hinge bhad to Le used. This narrowness of
the hinge made the eonnection weak, and was
very liable to twist and break, to avoid which_

is the purpose of the cross-piece or head J,
whereby we are enabled to use a wider hinge,
and thus make the connection stronger.- Also,

“a pin, «’, projecting through their inner end, | in the stretchers referred to, the teeth were
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inserted. in the bar or head C without going
through 1t. In the event a tooth should break

1t could not be easily replaced, as the part of |

the tooth remaining could not be got out with-
out injuring the wood. = |

To avoid this objectionable feature, we in-
sert the teeth in the bar F, so that they go
through and screw the bar to the cross-piece
H, as seen in Fig. 2, which forms a bottom to

the holes in which the teeth are inserted, and

prevents them from pushing through. Should |

a tooth break off it can be easily replaced by
removing the bar and punching out the piece

of the tooth left in, leaving the hole unin-
jured for the insertion of a whole tooth. |

What we claim as our invention, and desire
to secare by . Letters Patent, is— |

The cumbination of the cross-pieces J J and
their extension-slides H H’, supporting bars b

b, and buttons ¢ ¢, with the frames A B, sub-
“stantially as and for the purpose set forth.
-~ SAMUEL 8. CALHOON.
JOHN KIMERER.
Witnesses: o B
-~ JOHN ZIMMERMAN,
- G. W, SHARP.
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