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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, MELVIN N. LOVELL, of
Erie, in the county of Erie and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented an Improved Device
for Cutting Index-Tabs in Books, .of which the
following is a specification:

My invention counsistsin providing a tool for
book-binders’ use for cutting index-tabs on
margins of books. |

The device is shown in the accompanymg
drawing by one figure, Whlch is a plan view
of the sanie.

The device is a sheet of thin metal or other
hard substance, with one edge slotted at reg-
ular intervals, or spaces forming strips or
teeth corresponding with the spaces each let-
ter 1s to occupy in the index.

In the drawing the slots are designated by
the letters o o and the teeth by the letters n n.
The ends of the strips or teeth are cut bevel-
ing, or at an angle, so that the lower edge of
each strip or tooth projects beyond the upper
edge of the next one, as shown at ¢ ¢ @. The
letters of the alphabet (or numerals, when nu-
merals are used) may be bmmped upon tbe
right of the spaces or teeth, shamng which
letter or figure each space or tooth is intended
to represent.

The letters may be grouped ton'ether in lots
of two, three, or four by space- lines when de-
sired, for the purpose of enabling the operator
to place as many letters on a page at a glance.

The operation of using my device is as fol-
lows: The leaves of the book to be indexed
are placed in the slots by commencing at the
top with the first letterorfigure., Ifitisdesired
to have more than oneleaf foreach letter or fig-
ure, then as many leaves as are desired are
placedineachslot. Ifitis desired tohave more
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- facilitate placing the leaves in the slots.

than one letter upon each leaf, then the leaves
are only placed in every seoond third, orfourth
slot, as it may be desired to have either two,
three,-ar fourletters upon eachleaf., Theprojec-
tion of the lower edge of each space or tooth be-
yond the upper edge of the adjoining oue is to
The
leaves are then cut at the proper distance from
the edge of the book, from the top to the bot-
tom of the same, by the use of a straight-edge
and knife, the same as when the old mode of
cutting tabs 1s used, cutting through that por-
tion of the leaves that are on top of the de-
vice. The strips or cuttings thus made are
removed by turning them up and tearing them
off against the edges of the strips or teeth of
the device, they acting as a paper-cutter.
This device may be made of one piece of
metal, as herein shown, or of a series of pieces
placed so as to lap one upon the other, each
piece representing a strip or tooth, and fast-
ened together, except at the side where the
slots are, thua forming the spaces or teeth
substantlal]y the same as 1 have shown.
This device may be varied in size, &ccord-
ing to the size of the book to be cut, or the
size of the tabs—rthat is, I make various sizes
to suit the wants of the user.
What I claim 1s as follows: |
The device for cutting 1mlex tabs, consist- )
ing of a sheet of thin ‘metal notched at the
edge, and having a slit extending inward from
each notch, substantially as shown and de
seribed.

MELVIN N. LOVELL.

Witnesses:
I. W. HUMPHREY, Jr.,
JNO. K. HALLOCK,
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