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- the band when tightened on the bale.
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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Levi I. BODENHAMER,
of Kernersville, in the county of Forsyth and
State of North Carolina, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Cotton-
Bale Ties and Hoop-Lacers; and 1 do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, which will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make and use the'same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing and to the let-
ters of reterence marked thereon, whieh formn
a part of this specification,

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for tightening and securing the bands
on cotton and other bales. _

It consists in the coustruction of the tie or
lock-lacer and band, as bereinafter fully ex-
plained, and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is the lacer, and
Ig. 2 1s a side elevation; Fig. 3, a plan, and
- Iig. 4 a longitudinal vertical section, of the
- tie or lock, and Tig. 5 shows aportion of the
~free or loose perforated end of the band.

a 18 the band. The end «!is fixed to the tie
or lock, hereinafter described. The loose end
- @*, which passes around the bale, is perforated
with a series of holes, a®, placed near together,
which afford facilities for drawing the band
- tight by means of the lacer, and of retaining
it in place by the fastener, as hereinafter de-
scribed. & is the tie or lock for securing the
ends of the band. It is composed of the base
part 0!, having at one end the side vertical
lugs or ears 6% in which is fixed or journaled
the axis of the fastener hereinafter described,

and at its opposite end the projecting arms |

b°, which are slightly curved upward, and oun
the outer ends of which is the fixed cross-bar
or round 4% to which the end ¢! of the band «
1s secured. It is recessed at 0° to receive the
tongue of the fastener, which projects through

the band when the latter is secured around:

the bale. ¢ is a curved fastener for locking
It is
hinged or fixed on an axle, ¢!, which is fixed
or journaled in the lugs 4%, By preference it
1s made the full width of the space between
the lugs 0% thereby increasing its strength
and duorability, and effectiveness in holding

and preserving the band. From the center

of its edge ¢* projects the tongue ¢’, which, in |

| the tie.

| securing the'band, drops through one of the

holes a® into the recess 4% and fastens the end
a’ of the band to the tie 6. d isthe lacer for
drawing the band tight around the bale and
into the tie or lock. It is formed with the
prongs d' d!, arranged so that the band a will
pass between them. Attached to it, and cen-
trally above the prongs d, is the rod d2, which
1s provided at its outer end with the hook &>,
which catches in one of the holes @ in the act
of tightening the band. -

To tighten the band the end «? is placed in
the tie under the fastener e¢. The prongs dt
of the lacer are placed over the end a! of the
band and against the ends of the arms 03 of
The lacer is then inclined over the
tie, and the hook @ placed in one of the holes
@’, when, by drawing back on the lever end
d*, the band will be drawn into and through
the tie, the end a? passing under the end .
The fastener ¢, beihg hinged as hereinbefore

stated, does not interfere with the free pas-

sage through the tie of the band in the act of

tightening the latter. | o

- When the force exerted in lacing up is re-

moved, the tongue ¢?, dropping into one of

the holes & fastens the band so that it can-

not be withdrawn from the tie.
The band can readily be removed by draw-.

ing it up with the lacer sufficiently to relieve

the fastener, so that the latter can be raised
to a vertical position, as shown in Fig. 3,
when it can be removed. |
Having deseribed my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
1. In a bale-tie, a hinged fastener, ¢, pro-
vided with the tongue ¢!, and supported by

the lngs 0% so that as the free end of the band

is drawn through the tie, it will automatic-
ally cateh in the holes provided in said end,

and secure the band to the bale.

2. The lacer d, constructed with the prongs
d' d', and provided with the rod d2 having
the hook d? for the purpose specified. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

LEVI ISAAC BODENHAMER.

Witnesses: o
V. W. PERRY,

NANCY JARRELL.
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