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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, NErLsoN L. TUCK, of
Chicopee, in the county of Hampden ‘md in
the State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Fruit-
Baskets; and do hereby declare that the tol-
lowing 1s a full, clear, and exact desecription
thereof refereme bunﬂ had to the accompa-
nying dvs awings, ma,kmg a part of this specifi-
cation, in which—

| gure lisaperspective viewof my 1mpr0ved
basket complete and ready for use, and Fig.
2 is a plan view of the blank used for forming
the same.

Letters of like name and kind 1efer to like
parts in each of the figures.

In the storage and bh]pmeut of small fruits,
more especially strawberries, an important
item of expense consists 1n the baskets used,
said baskets being of such cousfruction and
S0 expensive as to render their care and pres-
ervation a matter of 1mportqnce, and, conse-
quently, add materially to the price of the ar-
ticle when sold.

To obviate these difficulties and furnish a
basket that shall be strong, lmpervious to
Water, of small weight, and cheap, is the de-
- 8ign of my invention.

It consists, as a new article of manufacture,
in a fruoit-basket constructed from pasteboard,
in the manner hereinafter described, and
coated exteriorly and interiorly with shellac,
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

In the annexed drawing, Fig. 2 shows the
blank from which my basket is formed, In
which A represents the bottom, and B and B
~ the sides, the latter being joined at their lower
edges to said bottom, and made, preferably,
with vertical air-openings b b, &c., and the
whole cut from ordinary pasteboard which
has been sized or coated with shellac.

side, at the top of each side B, a tongue, C,
prOJects laterally outward, and furnishes 2
means for confining the same to the contigu-
ous side, as hereinafter explained. The blank

At one |

shown is eut with a die, and at the same time
the lines upon which the sides B and tonzues
C are to be bent are scored or cut one- half the
Uhmkness_of the pasteboard, after which said
blanlk 1s bent to shape, as shown in Fig. 1,and
an eyelet, 1), placed through each ton ﬂ'ue C
and the conmguous portion of the side B, upon

which the same 1s folded.

If desired, the sizing may be omitted until

the basket is mechanically complete, in which

event the portions of the interior of the mate-
rial which are exposed by the scoring will be
certain to be covered.

The basket thus constructed 1Is llnht in
weight, strong, and durable, is impervious to
moisture, and can be cleaned in boiling water
without injury to shape or material. While
possessing these advautages said basket can
be produced at so small a cost (five dollars
per thousand) as to render the expense of
their use by dealers a matter of no conse-
quence.

I am aware that fruit-baskets have been
constructed from one piece, with each of their
sides provided with a tongue, which lapped
over and was secured to the configuous side,
and, therefore, do not claim, broadly, such
coustructlon

Having thus fully set forth the nature and
merits ot my invention, what I claim 1s— |

As a new article of nnuumcture the here-
inbefore-described fruit-basket, consmtmg of

the bottom A, sides B and B, aud tongues C

and C, tormed of one piece, secured In posi-
tion by means of the -eyelets D and D, and
coated exteriorly and 1nteriorly with shelldc,
substantially as S]_:)emﬁed

In testimony that 1 claim the foregomg L
have hereunto set my hand this 11th day of
June, 1875.

NELSON L. TUCK.

- Witnesses:
GEO0. 5. PRINDLE,
"E. T. PRINDLE.
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