J. BITEL.

COMBINED TWINE-CUTTER, LETTER OPENER AND
STAMP-MOISTENER.

No.170,719. . . . Patent.e‘d De.c. 7, 1876.

INVEHTGI :t

WITNESSES - | / (g
% _ - BY '
. ' ATTom!m' :

N. PETERS, PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, D. C.

Ll TH .
ey,
---------
||||||
.............
......
i




nEll

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN EITEL, OF SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA.

 IMPROVEMENT IN COMBINED TWINE-CUTTERS, LETTER-OPENERS, AND STAMP-MOISTENERS.

Speciﬁcatinn forming part of Letters Patent No. 190,719, dated December 7, 1875; application filed
Aungust 14, 1875,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN EITEL, of Sacra-
mento, in the county ot Sa,(.,ra,mento and State
of California, have invented a new and Im-
proved Combined Twine-Cutter, Letter-Open-
er and Stamp-Moistener, of which the follow-
ing is a specification :

In the accompanying drawing, Kigures 1

-~ and 2 represent perspective views of my com-

bined twine-cutter, letter-opener, and post-
stamp moistener, shown in position to illus
trate the dlﬂerent applications. .

Similar letters of refercunce mdlc&m corre-
sponding parts.

My invention relates to a neat and conven-

lent implement, which may be carried in the |
- pocket or fastened to a ball of twine, being

capable for use as a twine-cutter, letter-open-
er, and stamp-moistener, and having the dif-
ferent operative parts arranged in very com-
pact and protected manner.

The invention consists of a pair of small
scissors, which are proteeted within an oper-
ating guard-spring, to which, also, a spring
device for attaching it to the ball of twine, a
letter-opening knife, and a pivoted sponge-
holder, for moistening the stamp, are ap-
plied.

In the drawmg A represents a pair of small
scissors, whose legs are pivoted either direct-

ly or by intermediate pivot-pieces to a strong

band - spring, B, of U-shape, that extends
around the scissors to form a guard or protec-
tion when the implement is carried in the
pocket. The implement may be applied by a
spring - fastener, C, which is pivoted to the
mainspring B to the twine, to be slipped along
the same as it is drawn out in using up the
ball of twine. The twine is cut at any re-

~quired point by pressing with the fingers on
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| the spring when not in use.

| the ends of the guard-spring, which produces
the cutting action of the scissors on the twine.
| A pivoted or stationary knife, D, that forms
| an extension of the guard-spring When in po-
sition for use, is designed for opening letters,
being oper ated by takmg hold of the guard-
spring in a quick and convenient manner.
| A small sponge-holder, K, 1§ pivoted to the
opposite end of the mainspring, to be thrown
| like the letter- -opening knife to the inside of
The sponge at
the end of the sponge-holder is saturated with

licking of the same lb dispensed with.

The implement combines thus in a neat and
compact manner the different devices by which
1t 1s applied to the various purposes described.

Having thus described my invention, I
| claim as new, and desme to secure by Letters

Patent— |

1. The combination, with a strong operat-
ing guard-spring, of a small pair of scissors,
a letter-opening knife, and a pivoted sponge-

~holder, forming a combined twine-cutter, let-
ter-opener, and stamp-moistener, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination of the guard-spring,
with a pair of secissors, pivoted to the legs of
the same, for operating the scissors by de-

-pressing the spring ends, substantially as de-

| sceribed.

3. The ¢combination, with scissors, of guard-

i spring B and pivoted Sprmg C, arranged sub-

stantially as and for the purpose specified.
- JOHN EITEL.
Witnesses:
T. B. MOSHER,
- PAUL GOEPEL.

water and applied for moistening post-stamps
where a great number of the same have to be
pasted on the letters, so that the. (hb&greea,ble‘
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