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N. PETERS, PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, D C.




~Meridian, in the county of Lauderdale .:md
 ingis a specification :

- section on the line ¢ ¢, Flﬂ‘ 2, of the same.

- 1ng parts, which are recessed at their inner

. enters.
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IMPRO'VEMENT- IN

CAR-COUPLINGS.

Speclﬁcatlou formmg part of Letters Patent No. 169,98 l, dated November 16, 1875 a,ppllca,tmn filed
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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, OSCAR E. Forp, of

State of Mississippi, have invented a new and
Improved Car- Oouplmo, of Wthh the iollow

| In the accompanying drawin g, Fw ure 1 rep-
resents a’ horizontal section of my 1mpmved

car-coupling; Fig. 2, a side view of one of the
draw-heads; and Fig 3, & vertical transverse

Similar letters of refexence mdlmte COI'Te-
Spoudm parts.

- My invention relates to an 1mp10ved auto-
maftic car-coupling that may be readily un--
coupled from the side and top, and be em-

ployed to couple cars of different heights. It
consists of draw-heads with forward- -project-

Sldeb, and provided with laterally-sliding
Spring- acted Jaws that interlock by the enter- |
ing of the projecting parts of the draw-héads
1nto the space formed by the shorter part.

In the drawing, A represents a draw-head
of my improved coupling, which draw-head
~ is made at one side with a forward-extending
- part, A, and at the other side with a shor ter
part, A‘* that forms an L-shaped space be-
tween the same, into which the longer part of
the interlocking draw-head of the next ecar
The longer part Al is recessed at the.

inner side, the recess a being widest at the
~ rear, narrowest at the nnddle, and tapering
aud gradually enlarging at the front of part
Al At the IlELlI‘OWBbD pomtof the recess part
Al1ls perforated for the laterally-sliding and
spring-acted jaw B, that is guided by the
~perforation and an arm or standard, b, at-
tached to the outside of part AL The spung |
acted jaw B slides as far-as a shoulder, o,
allows, being operated by a Lham d. and. L

. shaped lever e fulecrumed to the end of the
platform, or by a falerumed lever-rod from l

the top or sideof the car, or In any suitable
manner, so that on w1thdmwm0‘ the jaw the

Cars ma,g; be uncoupled at any moment.

When the cars approach each other the
projecting jaws of the draw-heads are gnided

| along the tapering front recesses, and then

dlong their rounded-off front parts sidewise

of each other, one Jaw pressing the other back

until their pa,smﬂe i1s completed, when the
springs carry the jaws forward tor coupling,

wiile the shorter side parts A2 of the {1raw
heads prevent the separation of the draw-

| heads by binding on the longer parts Al o
The draw-heads are thus firmly connected

'Wlthout chance of getting detached, while the
| jaws have

e play in veltlcal direction by the
‘widening of the recesses « at the rear part,

which allows the ooup]mg of cars of different
heights. |
It the draw-heads bhOlﬂd also be c&p&ble ot
being counected by the common pin-and-link
couplmg, they meh_y be provided with cavities
J and pin-holes /7 back of the L-shaped space,
as indicated in the drawing. _
Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure. b‘gf Letterb Pat- -
ent— .'
- 1. An automatic car- couphng 00111posed of
draw-heads with projecting side parts form-
1ng an L-shaped space, and provided with lat-
erally sliding and interlocking spring -JAWS,
bubbtantmlly 1n the manner and for the pur-
pose set forth. |
2. The L- bhcmped draw-head prowded with
a recess at the inner side of the forward-ex-
tending part, said recess being widest at the
rear part, narrowest at the jaw part, and ta-
pering at the front part for guiding and re-
taining the jaws, substantially as specified.
OSCAR E. FORD.

-Witnesses:. )
| F. G. HENDERSON,
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