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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ZiMrI MCDONALD, of
Washington, in the county of Washington
and District of Columbia, have invented cer-
tain Improvements in Carrla,ge Jacks, of which
the following is a specification:

My invention relates to carriage-jacks; and
the invention consists in a weighted catch ar-
ranged to operate in combination with the op-
erating-lever, as hereinaiter more fully set
forth. | |

- Figure 1 is a side elevation, showing the le-
ver held down by the catch; and Fig. 2 is
side elevation, partly in sectlon, showmg the
lever released from the catch.

In constructing my jack I provide a .base,
B, to which is seculed a standard, A, ha,vmg
a mortlsed head-piece, C, 1n or through which
the sliding rack D moves up and down. To
the upper part of the standard A is pivoted
a lever, L, which has a segmental head, «,
- provided with a series of teeth, as shown ‘in

Fig. 2, these teeth being arranged to engage.

with the teeth of rack D as the lever is de-
pressed, as represented 1n Fig. 2. By raising
or lowering the lever L the rack D is thus

raised or lowered at will, and when it is de- |

~sired to c¢hange the position of the rack the
segmental teeth can be discounnected there-
from by raising the lever, as shown in Ifig, 2,
when the bar D can besglid up or down to any
- desired position and the teeth engaged there-
with again by dropping the lever.

Heretofore, in this class of jacks, there has

been a sprmg cateh used to lock the lever fast |

when in use; but this is objectionable for sev-
eral reabons It had to be made of steel,
forged and tempered, and was therefore ex
pensive. It was, moreover, liable to break,
~ especially 1n frosty we&ther, and is somewhat
difficult to operate.

To obviate these objections I construct my
Jack with a pivoted catch, o, as represented in

| Figs. 1 and 2. This catch is construeted with

a lip or hook-like projection, e, at one end, as
shown in Fig. 2, while its opposite end is made
much heawer so as to overbalance the hooked -
end and cause it to be raised, as shown in Fig:
2, when detached from the lever L. This |
catch o is pivoted or journaled in a plate or
bearings, ¢, secured firmly upon the base A
in such a position that when the lever L is de-
pressed its flattened end will engage with the
hooked end ¢, as represented in Fig. 1. The
hooked end of the catch 1s beveled, so that,
as the lever strikes if, it is depressed, the
lever sliding over the hook when the weight-
ed or opposﬂ:e end at once causes the hook
to engage with the end of the- lever and -
bold it fast. To release the lever, the foot
is pressed on the projecting end of the catch
and the lever, when, by pressing down slightly
on the catch, it is detached from the lever,
which 1s permltted to rise by gradually rais-
ing the foot. This eatch o, with its plate or

bearings ¢, can be cast at 2 trifling expense,
| 1s not liable to break, and can be operated in

the simplest posmble manner.. If desired, the
base B, with the standard A, mdy all be cast
together, in which case the plate or bearings
¢ may be cast with the base in the form of
simple ears or projections, in WhlGh to pivot
the cateh o, |

- A jack thus - constructed is exceedm gly
strong, simple, and durable. |

Having thus descrlbed Iny 1mvention, what
I'claim is— |

In the carriage- Jack consisting of the stand-
ard A, sliding rack D,and lever L, the weighted

cateh o, arranged to ol)elate as shown and de-
seribed. |

ZIMRI McDONALD.,

- Witnesses: | \I
-W. C. Doper, |
DonNN TWITCHELL.



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

