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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN W. ASKIE, of

Melrose, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvementsin Corsets ;
and 1 do hereby declare that the following is
‘a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
reference being had to the accompanying
. drawings, and to the lefters of reference

marked thereon. S

This invention is an improvement in skirt-
supporting corsets, and is described in detail
below. E R '

In the accompanying illustration, Figure 1
1s a side elevation of a corset embodying my
Invention. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the
same. Kig, 3 is a side view of a portion of
the corset when the supporter is used as a
bustle. Kig. 4 is a front view of a portion of
the corset, showing the position of a strength-
~ening auxiliary stiffener. Fig. 5is a detached
view of the supporter, and Fig 6. is a sectional
view upon line x 2. |

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. | |

a o are shoulder-straps. It is the custom
1n making corset shoulder-straps to have the
rubber elastic exposed, so that, while elasticity
1s furnished, a disagreeable odor is also pro-
duced arising from the contact of the rubber
with perspiration from the body, or from at-
mospheric changes. Itis also very apt to rot.
Bach of the shoulder-straps « is formed
from a single piece of cloth. “Within four to
six inches of the front end it is made double,
in order to strengthen it at the point of fast-
ening to the corset. The back end of the

strap 1s sewed to a piece of elastic, a/, which
1s 1nserted between the two pieces of cloth

of which the corset is constructed, thus form-
ing pockets or sheaths b. The elastic a/ may
be seen in Fig. 2, where a portion of the corset
is represented as removed for the purpose.
Thus the elastic is kept away from perspira-
tion, and is prevented from rotting or becom-
ing foul. ¢ is the fastening-steel in front of
the corset. Inserted within the corset, next
to the pocket containing the steel, is an aux-

- 1liary strengthener, consisting of twin wire d |

anel whalebone ¢. By means of this combi-
nation additional strength and stiffness are
attorded to the steel ¢. The parts ¢ o &k m
form the skirt-supporter attached to the cor-
set. ¢ h are rings, varying in circumference.
Kach ring is made from two pieces of corset-

| jean sewed together with two or more rows
of stitching, forming pockets, wherein whale-
bone is inserted, or other suitable stiffeners.
The two ends are then sewed together. m is
a band made in pockets,and provided with
stitfeners of whalebone or other suitable
material, sewed, buttoned, or otherwise at-
tached at its ends to the corset, and passing
alternately through slots » in the corset, and
through the rings % ¢, holding the latter
tightly in place. % is a supporfer or band,
made in pockets and provided with suitable
stiffeners. It is sewed to the rings &, which
are from one-half inch to three inches apart,
and has its ends sewed to the ends of the
band m. I avoid sewingto the corset direct,
and dispense with eyelets and twin wire.

It will be seen that this corset may be
opened in the back, as far as desired, without
diminishing the strength of the supporter or
mjuring its efficiency in the least. This has .
never before been accomplished, to the best
of my knowledge, in any skirt-supporter .
opening in the back. The skirt-supporter
may easily be used as a bustle by removing.
the band m out of all the slots in the corset,
with the exception of the small ones over the
hips, next to rings ¢ ¢, thus allowing the four
rings h to incline toward the bottom of the
corset, the rings j remaining in their places,
50 as to prevent the weight of the skirts from
coming upon the hips. Of course, one or both
ends of the bands m & can be made detacha-
ble, if desired.

resented as a supporter. In Fig.3itis repre-
sented as performing the function of a bustle.
When used as a bustle, as will be seen, it is
worn underneath the skirts, a thing never be-
fore attained by a bustle. All bustles, as
now constructed, muast be worn over the
skirts next to the dress. T

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— | - . :

The skirt-supporter herein described, con-
sisting of the rings ¢ &, band or strap m,
and supporting-band %, in combination with
the corset, provided with slots =, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

| JOHN W. ASKIE,
Witnesses: |

HENRY W. WILLIAMS,

JOHN H, GATELY.

In Figs. 1 and 2 the skirt-supporter is rep-
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