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To all whom 2t may concern:

Be it known that I, SYLVESTER LEWIS, of
the city of Rochester, in the county of Mon-
roe and State of New York, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Sash-Hold-
ers; and 1 do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the construction and operation of the same,
sufficient to enable those skilled in the art
to which 1t appertains to construct and make
use of the invention, reference being had to
the drawings accompanying this specification,
and to the figures and letters of reference
marked thereon, in which like letters refer to
like parts. - |

Figure 1 1s a side view of myimproved sash-
holder in position. TFig. 2 is a rear view,
looking toward the face; and Fig. 8 shows a
part ot the sash-frame with its indentatious.

This invention relates to sash-holders, but
especially designed for sash for railroad-cars.

Sash-holders of this kind have usually been
S50 complex, and in consequence the several.
parts so small, that they were deficient in
strength, and soon got out of repair, and of
course became Inoperative or useless; and
the object of my improvement is to simplify
the construction of sash-holders by reducing
the number of parts used, and to increase the
strength of those that are used, to the end
that the holder may be more durable and the
cost lessened.

My invention consists in a slotted face-
plate, on the back of which, acting on a ful-
crum formed Dby a pivot or axle passing
through a lug, is a rocking lever, at the bifur-
cated tront end of which is journaled a metal
roller, whose periphery protrudes through the
slotted plate, and a spring, held in position
at the rear end of the lever by suitable lugs,
for actuating the lever, all as will be herein-
after more fully described. |

B represents the face-plate of my invention,
which 1s about four inches long, three-fourths
of an Inch wide, and one-eighth inch thick,
to the back of which are attached the parts

constituting the inveuntion. p p are perfora- |

tions for attaching the plate, by screws, to
the window-frame; and o, another perforation
for ventilating and escape of dust collecting
back of the face-plate. The pivot or axle z,

| passing through the lug I, forms the fulerum

for the bent and bifurcated rocking lever A,
the front end d of which is bifurcated, and in
the sides thereof are journaled the axles of the
roller 7, directly opposite to and having a
scetion of its periphery protruding through
the slot ¢ of the face-piate B, the office of the
roller being, in raising or lowering the sash,
to reduce the friction to which this move-
ment makes it liable, and in directing its
force into the indentations N of the sash-
frame, to hold the sash in the frame at any
preterred height. Cis a spring, held in place
on the lever by the lug ¢, and to the face-
plate by the lug I/, and acts, through the le-
ver A, on the roller » automatically and cou-
tinuously, forcing the roller to accommodate
itself to all the inequalities on the edge of the.
sash.

The power of this spring may be increased
or diminished to suit the weight of the sash,
but its retaining power is aided by the close-
ness of the fit of' the sash in the frame; but
these are all—the friction of the frame, press-
ure of the roller, and power of the spring—

‘rated with reference to the power of the hand,

and to be controlled and overcome by it.

Having thus described my improvement,
what I claim as new, and wish to secure by
Letters Patent, is— | |

An improved sash-holder, consisting of the
slotted face-plate B, having lugs I and ¥, the
bent and bitfurcated rocking lever A, having:
the projecting end d and lug ¢, and rocking on
the pivot or axle z, passing through the lug
L of the face-plate, the roller r, rotating on its
axle s, and journaled in the forked end of the le-
ver, and the coil-spring C, keptin position by
lugs g and I'—oune on the projecting end of the
lever, the other on the inside of the face-plate—
all constructed, arranged, and operating sub-
stantially as deseribed and shown, for the pur-
poses set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto. in
the presence of these two witnesses, subscribed
my name this 10th day of August, A.D. 1875.

SYLVESTER LEWIS.
Witnesses: |
FRANK KINGSLEY,

P. B. BROTHERS.
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