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" LACHLAN H. MODOUGALL both of Cincin-

~ whose sides, ends, and bottom, being of wood,
are formed with tongued or dovetail edges, |

1ng, instead of a. groove, a rabbet or relish,

edges and grooves are, just before their june-
‘tlon, coated with Whlte lead or other suitable

~ parts and complete exclusion of air.

~ab the line 1 1. Fig. 3 is
Ludmal section to illustrate the mode of 1n-

1ng the body, the section being taken at the
- line 2 2. Tig, 4 is a full size vertical section

~ pleces of cast-iron.

jection E from the board ]3‘ or I, constituting
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 To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, J AMES RicHEY and

nati, Hamilton county, Oth have invented a
new and useful Coffin, of whmh the following
1S a specification:

Our invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in those coffins and burial cases

—

which are driven tightly into and permanently
occupy corresponding grooves in four metallic |
corner-pieces.

In our improvement the tongued edges of
the bottom also oceupy horizontal grooves in
the two wooden sides and in one of the wooden
ends of the body, the other wooden end hav- I

which permits the drlvmg home of that end,:
S0 as to lock the various members of the struc
ture firmly and permanently together. Said

luting, to insure permanent adhesion of the

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of our burial-case body
embodying our invention. Iig.2 is a section
a vertical longi-

serting the bottom in the process of construct-

of one of the lower end corners of the case.
Kig. 5 is a perspective view of one of the cast

corner-pieces. |

A A" A" A’ represent four similar corner-
Hach corner-plece has,
near the bottom of its inner wall, a horizontal
groove, B, to receive the tongued edges ¢ of
the octagonal plank or slab C of wood, which
constitutes the coffin-bottom. KEach corner
piece has two vertical dovetail groovesD D,
of which the groove D receives the corre-
Spondingly-dovetailed flange, tongue, or pro-

either end of the coffin-body, while the other
groove )’ receives a sunllar dovetail projec-

tion, G or G/, of the wooden side H or H'.

the inner wall of the aforesaid end F and
sides H H/, and a rabbet, 1/, at the bottom of
the end F’ receive the eud and side edges of -
the bottom O A plug or filling, J, completes
the component members of our cofﬁn body.
This plug may be fastened by wood-screws or
otherwise.

The metallic corner-pieces and the wooden
sides and ends or panels may have the repre-
sented or any desired external configuration.

Ouar coffin-body may be shipped or trans-
ported very compactly in its component pieces,
and, when at its place of destination, may be
easﬂy and quickly put together.

For this purpose one end, F, is driven into
its appropriate grooves D D’ oif two of the
corner-pieces A A/, whose remaining grooves
D/ D’ then receive the dovetalled extremities
(G G of the two side-boards H H’. The wooden
slab C, which constitutes the coffin-bottom, 1s
then ingerted by being driven endwise intothe
the groove I I’ I”7, The remaining corner-pieces
A" A/ are now driven into the dovetails G’ of
the side-boards, which, being sprung momen-
tarily out at that end, permit the complete
driving of the said corner-pieces, and the sides
being then allowed to spring inward, or being
pressed together, if necessary, the remaining
end F/ is inserted and driven home, locking
the whole structure firmly and permanently _
together,

In order to enable the end E to be driven
completely down, a rabbet, I'/, takes the place
of the horizontal gmoves R 17, and finally
a wooden plug or filling, J, is inserted and
secured by scerews or glue, to close the small
rectangular cavity, which remains on the un-
der side of the coffin. The plug J may, how-
ever, be omitted, or that end of the bottom

may "be left of 1ts full thickness.
It is to be understood that before being thus

| brought together the joining surfaces are well

coated with white lead, or other suitable
cement or Juting.

- The corner-pieces being all cast from one
pattern, (or, at most, two patterns, where a
smaller sizeis employed for the foot eud,) and
the wooden portions got out by suitable ma-
chinery, which requires no specific descrip-

Horlzontal gmoves I I’ I, near the bottom of | tion, no selection or previous fitting is re-
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quired ; but the proper pieces may be taken |
at endom from a pile, and at once put to-. |
gether o :

It is also epparent that the metemels of one |
or any number of coffins may be shipped in
the ¢ knock-down?” condition in exceedingly | .
compact packages, Wlth great economy of
transportation. -

We are aware that metallic grooved corner- --|

pieces for composite coffins have been pro-

claim.

We claim as a new artlcle of ma.nufaeture— |
1. The coffin-body, consisting of the metallic
~ corner-pieces A A’ A/ A’Y, each having the |
dovetail grooves D D’ in its vertwal edges for

the end: cmd Slde boards T I" H H/, said su]e-.-_-.
‘board and one end-board having the horlzontfll L
orooves B I I’ I, and the other end-board the
rabbet 177, for the tongued edges of the bot-

tom- beard substantially as set ferth

- 2..In. cembmetmn with the composite coffin
‘or burial-case body a8 deserlbed ’rhe described
plug or filling-piece J.

In testimony of which invention we here-
| unto set our hends. |
posed, and sueh therefore, we do not broedly - "

JAS. RICHEY -
LAOHLA‘T H. MGD OUGALL

Atteet
L JAMES H. LAYMAN
JoHN C. HEALY.,,, |
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