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- To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, MATTHIAS RALPH, of
Ursa, in the county of Adams State of Ilhnms
have invented a certain new and useful Tm-
provement in Feeding-Cribs, of which the fol-
lowing is a desecription sufficiently full, clear,
and exact to enable any person skilled in the
art or science to which my invention apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawing form-
ing a part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is an isometrical perspective view.

My invention relates more especially to that
class of cribs or mangers, which are designed
for feeding swine; and consists in a novel con-
struction and arrangement of the parts, as
hereinafter more fully set forth and clmmed
by hich a very simple, cheap, and eﬁ'ectwe
device of this character is produced.

The nature and operation of my improve-
ment will be readily obvious toall conversant
- with such matters from the following descrip-
tion :

In the drawing, A represents the body or
sides of the crib, B the bottom, and 1 the
platiorm or table. The body A is composed
of slats or bars framed into or supporfed by
proper corner posts or uprights, and arranged
sufficiently near together to prevent the ears
of corn from escaping through them. The bot-
tom B is inclined, its lowest side or edge be-
ing nearest the platform I, which is hinged at
T3 to corresponding corner-posts of the body
A. Two vertical standards,C (/, are centrally
disposed in the body A, and in the slot D of
the Standard C there is pivoted a lever, H,
carrying at its outer end or short arm the ga,te
F G, working in the ways or runlets 2 4. Be-
neath the standard C, and the slats connected
directly with the seme, there is a lateral open-

ing through which the corn passes from the
mterlor of the body A onto the table I when
the gate F G is raised.

In the use of my improvement the bOdy A
is filled with corn, the table I being turned
down. The gate is then raised by depressing
the lever B, which may be secured in position
by means of a pin and the slot D’ in the up-
per end of the standard /. The platform I
enables the swine to shell and eat the corn
with facility, and prevents much of the waste

‘which would oth erwise oceur. After each feed-

ing the crib may be readily closed by elevating
the lever, and tarning up the platform, ettectu-
ally shutting out all access to 1ts contents,
but which is rarely necessary. The inclined
bottom B serves to feed the corn forward au-
tomatically to the opening under the gate, but
I do not confine myselt strictly to arranging
the bottom in this manner. The crib, being
portable, may be used in any desired posmon
on the farm, but is preferably arranged in an
opening in a, fence or building, in such a man-
ner as to have the platiorm 1 ﬂush therewith

when closed, the body A being located within
| the buﬂdmg or outside of the fence when not

in use, in a manner and for reasons which will
be readily understood without a more explieit
deseription.

Having thus explamed my 1mpr0vements,
what 1 claim 15— |

The improved feeding-crib descmbed con-
sisting of the body A, provided with the in-
clined bottom B, gate 3 G, and hinged table
I, construected and armnged to Opemte suib-
stantmﬂy as and for the purpose specified.

MATTHIAS RALPH (L. 8.]
Witnesses: '-
GeEo. M. JANES,

[L. 8.]
- Jos. W. EMERY.
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