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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, JAMES J. DE BARRY

THORVALD JOHANNES LUNDQVIST,and ALEX_
1U8 THEODOR LUNDQVIST, of Brooklyn, 1n
‘the county of Kings and State of New York,
‘have invented certain new and useful Im.
provements in Letter-Boxes, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification : -
- This invention relates to certain improve-
ments. in maitl-boxes, its object being to pro-
duce a box in which the opening for the in-
sertion of the mail will be automatically
closed when a given quantity or weight of
mail is collected.

Our invention econsists in a box of any de-
sired shape, provided with a weighted lever
in the upper part, one end of which is piv-
oted to a ‘vertlcally reciprocating frame, L0
the upper end of which is secured a metallic

plate, adapted to cover theé openings in the

box when drawn down, the lower end of said
frame being connected to one end of a plat-
formn, pwoted near its other end to the bottom
of the box, in such manper that when a given
amount of mail- matter is deposited it will be
depressed by the Welght of the same, and
close the opening.

In the d1aw1ng-., Fw‘ure 1 represents a per-
spective view of the box with a portion of 1ts
walls removed, aud Fig. 2 a sectional view of
the same.

-The letter A represents a 1ect&ngular or
other shaped box, constructed of iron or other
suitable material, "and provided with an open-
ing, B, for the msertlon of the mail, and a
- door, (J for its removal. D Iepreseuts a le-
ver in the upper part of the box, setting
loosely in a standard, D/, projecting fl_OlIl one
side of the box, said standard forming the
fulerum of the lever. On the rear end of
said lever is a sliding weight, K, which can
be set at any d(,sn"ed distance hom the ful-
crum, and confined wheu set by means of a
set-screw, V. - -

The lever may be graduated similar to a
scale-beam, in order to adjust the weight, if
desired. The frontend of said lever is formed
with a cross-head, G, which is pivoted at
each end to the npper end of a vertically-re-
ciprocating frame, H, extending down the
front of the box, and working_ in gaides I, at-
tached to the same. The lower ends of said
frame are bent toward each other at right an-
gles, and set loosely in hooks K K, attached
to the front end of a tilting table, L, the rear
portion of which is pivoted -between stand-
ards M M, attached to the bottom of the box.
To one side of the frame H is secured a pin,
N, which is adapted to catch under a spring-
f:msteumg., P, on the door of the box, and hold
the frame down when the table dropb, In or-
der to keep the plate over the opening, and
prevent it from being thrown away from the
same by instruments inserted through said
opening.

The operation of our invention will be read-
ily understood. When the box is empty, the
weight of the lever keeps the plate elevated
above the mail-opening. The weight on the
lever, being adjustable, may be set so that
| the table will be dropped when any given
weight of mail-matter has accumulated. The
mail is inserted through the opening for the
purpose, as usual, and, when sufficient has
been deposited to overbalance the weight on
the lever, will bear down the tilting table,
deprubbmg the reciprocating frame and plate,
and covering the mail-opening.” The pin on
the frame, when the same is depressed, will
catch under the spring-fastening on the door
of the box, and securely hold the same until
the door 13 opened by the proper authorities
for the removal of the mail-matter.

Having thus described our invention, ‘what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15—

1, A letter-box in which is combined a ta-
| ble, L, pivoted near one end, vertical rods H,
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connected at their lower ends to the pivoted | In testimony that we claim the forenomﬂ we
~table, a shield-plate attached to the vertical | have hereunto set our hands. |
imns, and a rod, D, connected with the shield-

plate, and ptovuled with an adjustable weight, JAMES J. DE BARRY.

THORVALD JOHANNES LUNDQVIST.

12, a&l gubstantmlly as and for the purpose de ALEXIUS THEODOR LUNDQVIST.
scribe - |

2. In combination with the reclprocatmg Witnesses to T. J. and A. T. LUNDQVIST:
fmme, the pin and spring-fastening attached JOHN P. TroY,
to the door of the box for securing the frame B. 1. YORrRK.
when dropped, and preventing the plate from | Witnesses to J. J. DE BARRY
being pushed away from the mail-opening, A. H. NORRIS,

substantially as described. Jos. L. COOMBS
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