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IMPROVEMENT IN FOLDING TABLES.
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December 29; 15374, |

To all whom it MAY CONCErN

Be if known that I, JAMES W ALTO”\I, of
Boston, in the county ef Suffolk and Stafe of
Ma,ssachusette, have invented an Improve-
ment in Folding Tables; and I do hereby de-
clare that the iollowmg, taken in connection
- with the drawings which aceompeny and
form part of this specification, is a deseription
of my invention sufficient to enable those
skilled 1n the art to practice it.

My invention consists in a folding-table so
constructed that it may be readily set up, so
~ that it will be {irm and steady, or folded and
put away, occupying but little space.

The top of my table I make of any desired
shape, and lengthwise thereof I insert a strip
of different- colm ed wood, graduated with a
scale the whole length ot the table.

The particular feature of my invention 18,
that the same strip of wood which is used for
bracing the legs and holding them firmly
when set up also serves to hold them against
the under side of the table when folded. An-
other feature of my invention is, that 1 attach

the legs to the table-top by means of brackets

and dowels, formning hinges, which allow the
legs to swing up against the under side of the
teble top. The series of brackets, being held
in line by the dowels, prevent the table -top,

which 1s usually mede very thin, from warp- |
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The accompammg dmwmn‘ repleseute K

table showing my invention, in which— .
- Figure 1 i1s a section of the table on -the
line # ; Fig. 2, areverse plan, and F1g. 3 an

edge view of the table folded up.

In the drawing, A represents the table-top;
B the legs, those on each end being connect-
ed by the stretchels C D,united with the table-
top by brackets E F and dowels G H, as|

s

i shown in TFigs. 2 and 3. In the center, or

thereabout, ot the under side of the table-top
one or more braces or stretchers, J, (prefer-
ably using only one,) are pla,ced and fast-
ened, in such a manner that when 1t 1s de-
sued to use the table they serve, by press-
ing against the stretchers, to hold the legs
ﬁtmly in position, while, when the table is
folded up, they swing over the stretchers C -

| D, and hold the legs against the under side
of the table-top, thus making it eompeet for

shipping or putting away. On the under side
of the table-top I also place the ornamental
stretchers K L, hinged to the table-top, which,
like the center one, serve to brace the legs
when the table is set up, but swing up against
the under side of the table-top when the teble'
1s folded. |

I am aware that folding commodes and
similar articles have been made with the trout
and back stretchers or curtains to fold up
against the under side of the top, allowing the
legs to be folded also. That I donotclaim, as

I do away with them, and brace the legs by

means of the sin gle swivel-stretcher °J. 1
have constructed tables with two buttons or
swivel-pieces, but prefer the single stretchers
as cheaper and better.

I claim— |

1. A folding table composed of the top A,

| leﬂ‘eB stretchers C D, and stretcher J, stb-

stdntmllb as shown and described.

2. In combination, the top A, legs B,
stretchers C D, bteekets E I, and 'dowels (1-
H, with the stletcher J, subetentlelly a:s
ehown and described. |

| JAMES WALTON
Witnesses: - .
L. . HAZZARD,
A. G. GEAR.
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