‘Patented June 22, 1875,

W. ). DECKER.
Electric-Toy.

No.164,723.

v

LK [}
_....._ _r_f_#-_.i

OO _-.#..L___“ :
B & ;
L....Hﬁ__ﬂ.n.r.,..

THE GRAPHIC CO.PHOTO -LITH.29 & 41 PARK PLAGE, N.Y.

e
()




“UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM J. DECKER,

OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN ELECTRIC TOVS.

Bpeclﬁcatlon forming part of Lettera Patent No 164,72 3, dated June 22 18’7

3 ap plic&tion filed

May 12, 1375.

To all whom it MY concern :
Be i1t known that I, WILLIAM J. DECKER,

 of the city of New York in the county 311(1_

State of New York, hav (_, invented a new and
Improved Hlectrie Toy, of which the following

18 A specification :

. Iigure 1 is a side elemtlon Fig. 2 a plan
or ’mp view, of my improved clectllc toy.

- Similar 1@13’{{315 of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in both figures.

This invention relates to a new toy in which
the effects of electricity are utilized for caus-
ing small figures, of paper or equivalent sub-
St:cmce, to dance, move about, and assuwme va-
rious grotesque positions beneath a transparent
electrified surface; and theinvention consists
I constructing the toy of a plate of glass
supported on legs, and combined with a “Tub-
‘ber, whereby the Olass can be electrified.

The toy figures are placed beneath this glass,

and are aﬁwted in the manner mdlcated b;y-

the electricity, which is imparted to the glass
by rubbing its surface with the rubber. The
invention also consists in the peeuliar man-

ner of attaching the legs to the Gl&ss, as here-

1natter more full y deseubed |

In accompanying drawing, the lbttel A rep

- resents a plate of glass of SLllt‘Lble size and
B B are a series of legs, of equal or
‘unequal length, as may be desired, which are

attached to the edges of the glass, preferably

shape.

to the corners, as shown, for supportingitina
a horizontal or inclined position, and forobtain-
Ing an open spaece beneath the glass A and be-
tween the legs B, C is a rubber for creating
electricity by friction With the glass. This rub

- Dber is preferably made Of wobd, with a proper |
~handle, and has its lower flat mbbmﬂ surface

covered with a piece of felt or eq aivalent sub-

tance, which may be otherwise prepared to in-

crease the effect of the friction on the glass
with regard to the degree of electricity. In
size the rubber Cis of course much smaller

than the plate A. D D are small toy figures,

~of alength less than that of the legs beneath
the glass, and made of paper or equwaleut
~ substance, in shape of human figures or other

articles,

A

I_When the glass A is-placed with its |

1 D with a force seldom su
said figuresinastationary position—thatis, the

legs on a piece of board or other surface, and

the toys D. D placed beneath the glass on such

surface, and the rubber C is thereupon rubbed

over the surface of the glass, this glass will be |

electrified, and will tend to attra,(,t the ﬁgul es
ficient to retain the

figures will, as theaction increases the degree of
electnelt} ot one part or the other of’ the olass,
follow such action of the rubber,and will thus
assume a dancing or hopping motion, during
which the hﬂures will often overturn and as-
sume orotesque and amusing positions,
glass, being transparent, allows the motion and
position of the figures D to be observed from

above, though they can ‘llbO be observed from "

the side. .

L am aware that frwtmml electnclty has
been utilized for the purpose of attracting

pleces of paper to glass or other substance;

but to my knowledge a toy like that described -

by me has never previously been devised; es-
pecially not, when it is taken into eonsldem
tion that the figures D D should not be long

enough to reach from the Suppoxt of the toy |

to the glass plate A.

The legs B B I prefer to applv by grooving

their upper parts and inserting the edge of
the glass therein, as clearly 111d1(3ated in the
drawing, for in this w ay & perfect connection
will be obtained, and the body of the leg will
extend beneath the glass to clamp it tightly,
and prevent it from coming off the legs. A

suitable cement may be used for causing
proper adhesion betweuu the legs and the

glass. | .
L claim as my invention—

The electric toy composed of the glass plate
A, which is supported on legs B, and of the

rubber €, combined to aﬂe(,t the hﬂ'mes D D,
which are placed beneath the crlass Sllet‘Lll

tially in the manuner helelu bhOW’ll and de-

scubed
__ _VV,I J. DECKER.
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