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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, JAmes K. WELTER, of
Chicago, in the cmmty of Cook and in the
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful lmprovements in Corn-Planters ;
and do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, :zmd exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, making a part of this specification.

The nature of my invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of a corn-plant-
er, as will be hereinafter more fully set forth.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make and
use the same, 1 will now proceed to describe its
construction and operation, referring to the an-
nexed drawings, in which—

Figure 11s a plan view of my corn-planter.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same. Tig. 3
18 & section through one of the corn-boxes.
Iig. 4 1s a view of one of the corn-coverers.

The frame of my corn-planter is composed
of a front beam, A, near each end on top of
which is secured a side beam, 3. These two
side beams extend toward the rear, and ap-
proach each other gradually, as shown in Fig.
1, and a suitable distance from their rear ends
they are let into and firmly secured to a beam,
C, running parallel with the front beam A.
On the beam C, near each end, is secured the
corn box or hopper D, held ﬁrmly In position
by means of a bar, Ii, which is supported on
the extreme ends of the inclined side beams
B B, and its ends attached to the rear sides of
the corn-boxes. In the bottom of each box
D 18 an aperture, ¢, for the passage of the
corn down through the conductor G which 1is
secured to the beam C. H represents the run-
ner or furrow opener attached to and connect-
ing the front beam A, and the lower end of
the conductor G. On the bottom of each corn.-
box D is a slide, I, having two holes or aper-
tures, b b, and above the slide in the box is a
plate, J, with an elongated central slot, d, said
plate being stationary, and provided in the
center with a slotted block, K, rounded on its
upper surtface. On top of this block is se-

cured a spring, f, which extends down along
the slotted sides of the block, the extreme

| endsof the springbeing bent inward, asshown
in Fig. 3, immediately over the slide I, and
form a flexible cut-off for the same, to prevent
niore than the desired quantity of corn to pass
down through the econductor. The two slides
I I are connected by a rod or bar, ¢, and op-
erated by a hand-lever, M, or other suitable
means. L represents the shoe or coverer in
rear of each conductor, and consists of &
curved plate with inclined flanges ¢ ¢ on 1its
upper sur face; the front end of the plates be-

ing forked and pivoted to the lower end of the
conductor ‘as shown. The coverer L i1s held
in any desired position, by means of two rods
or braces, b I, pivoted to the flanges ¢ 7, and
extending up to the bar I, to which they are
fastened Dby suitable bolts. The upper ends
of the braces h h are provided with two or
more holes, so that they can be raised or low-

ered at will, to adjust the coverer in the de-

sired position. In whatever position the cov-
erer is held, it is perfectly rigid. On each ot
the side pieces B 1s fastened an adjustable
plate or stand, N, having a spindle atits lower
end on which the wheel O is placed. By ad-

justing the stands N up or down the depth at
which runners will enter the ground 1s easily
regulated. On the center of the front beam
A are two ears, k &, between which the tongue
P is pivoted, the rear end of the tongue work-
ing in a flanged casting, m, secured on the
front of the beam C. On the tongue P is se-
cured the seat-sapporting arm R. 7This arm
is provided with a seat, 15, at 1ts extreme end,
and another seat, &/, farther down on the arm,
so that the driver, by changing his position,
can bring the weight on the furrow-openers,
or on the front wheels, as required. Back of
the lower seat ' there is a slot in the arm
through which projects a notched lever, T, to
cateh on a pin, x, in the slot of the arm.

By the use of this lever, the frame may be
turned so as to raise the runners out of the
oround, when desired.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

1. The ﬂemble cut-off, conmstmn of the
slotted block K, and curved spring j, having
its extreme ends curved inward, in combina.
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-~ tion with the slotted platedJ,slide I, with holes |

b b, and the box or hopper D, with hole « in
its bettom, all substantially as and for the
purposes herein set forth.

2.. The covering-plate L, prov ided with the
inclined top flan ges 11, forked at 1ts front end,
and pivoted to the conductor Gr, and a,dmbted
by means of the adjustable braces h, sub-

stantially as and for the purposes herein set
forth.

3. The combination of the corn - planter |

frame with adjustable stands N N and wheels

|
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O O, the pivoted tongue P, flanged casting i,
arm. R, with seats S 8/, and pivoted notched
lever 1, all substantially as and for the pur-
poses herein set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this Sth day of

March, 1875.

JAMES K. WELTER.

Witnesses:
M. WATKINS,
WM, H. STANDISH.
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