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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAmms M. CLEM, of
Opelika, in the county of Lee and State of
Alabama, have invented certain new and use-
tul Improvements in Car-Coupling Link; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
tull, clear, and exact description thereof,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it pertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying

~ drawings, and to the letters of reference

marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

The nature of my invention consists in pro-
viding an ordinary coupling-link with one or

two sliding blocks movable therein, as will be
lereinafter more fully set forth.

In the annexed drawing, Figure 1 is a plan
view of a coupling-link provided with one slid-

~Ing block. TFig.21s a cross-section of the same

through the line 2 z, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a plan
viewof alink provided with twoslidin g blocks.
Fig. 4 is a cross-section of the same through

- the line ¥ 1. -

A represents an ordinary couplin g-link, such
43 18 commonly used in the pin-and-link coup-
lings. B represents a metallic block, provided

- With grooves in its sides, and fitting within

the link, so as to slide freely from one end to

!

the other. This block is made heavier or
longer on one side, «, than on the other, b, to
hold the link up when the cars are the same
height by working the large side of the block
down in the chamber of the draw-head; and
wherethe cars are of different heights the links
are designed to be turned over to let the outer
end of the links drop so as to enter the lower
draw-head. Two blocks, B B, may be used,
as shown in Fig. 3, with a spring, C, between

.them in the center of the link, which gives all

the elasticity necessary and takes up all the
slack.

I am aware that springs have been used in
connection with blocks in coupling-links; and
1 do not, therefore, claim such device; but

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

The sliding block B, combined with the link
A, and having one side longer than the other,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of two

wlthesses. f.
_ JAMES M. CLEM.
‘Witnesses:
WL S. GREENE,
W. B. SHAPARD.
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