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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM D. SKIDMORE, OF MOUNT VERNON, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN LATCHES FOR GATES; &c.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 162,762, dated April 27, 1875; application filed
April 9, 1875. |

To all whom tf may concern : ..

Be it known that I, WILLIAM D). SKIDMORE,

of Mount Vernon, in the county of Westches-
ter and State of New York, have invented
a certain new and useful Improvement in Fast-
enings for Gates, &c., of which the following
18 a specification :

This invention 1s illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, in which Figure 1 shows it
applied to a gate. Iig. 21sa plan view of the

gate-bearing. Fig. 3 is a front view of my

cateh, |

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to fastenings for
~ gates and doors, and has for its object to in-
- sure locking when the gate is violently or
suddenly shut, as well as easily, and, further-
more, to admit of shutting the gate from either
‘direction. | |

My invention consists in a bifurcated latch-
bar, in conjunetion with a catch, one surtface
of which is inclined in opposite directions, and
provided with a. locking-recess, while the
other surface is provided with a protuberance

~opposite to the recess, whereby, when the

bifurcated bar and catch are affixed to a gate
and its post with proper relation to each other,
and the gate is shut from either direction,
one branch of the bifurcated latch-bar shides
on the inclined surface of the catceh, till the
other branch is tripped by its protuberance,
whereupon the former is thrown 1nto the re-
cess, and by this means the gate is locked.
In the drawing, the letter A designates my
lateh-bar, which is bifurcated at one end, and
at the other end is formed into a handle, as
shown. The lateh-bar 1s provided with an

 aperture, throngh which passes a pivot, a, by

means of which the bar may be affixed to a
‘gate or door. = In this example I have shown
the latch-bar applied to a gate, which is desig-
nated by theletter B. C designates my cateh,
which is made with a supporting-plate, 0,
whereby it is fastened to one of the gate-posts
D. The upper surface of the cateh C is 1n-
clined in opposite directions, as shown at d d,
~ Fig. 3, the inclinations being downward and

outward, and it ismade with a recess, ¢, which |

| intercepts the two inclinations.

Opposite, or
nearly so, to the recess ¢, on the under sur-
face of the catch, is formed a protuberance or
ridge, e. The catch C, in being affixed to the
gate-post, 18 placed opposite, or nearly so, to
the latch-bar A of the gate, so that when the
gate is shut, one or the top branch of the
latch-bar rides on the inclined surface of the
cateh, till such branch reaches the point of
{he recess e, when the lower branch is tripped
by the protuberance ¢, and by this means the
top branch is thrown into the recess. By 1n-
clining the cateh C in opposite directions 1t
is adapted to intercept the latch-bar, together
with the gate from either direction.

In order to admit of a movement of the gate

in opposite directions, I use therewith a hinge-

joint, B, of the ‘““hook-and-eye” pattern, which

is affixed to the upper part of the gate and to
the approximate post D. The hook f of this
hinge is provided with a return bend, 1n order
to prevent lifting of the gate off the hinge.
To the lower part of the gate and post, re-
spectively, are secured toothed pieces I, one
or both of which is a segment of a cirele, and
the teeth of which parts engage with each
other when the gate is opened or shut. The
pieces I admit of the proper movement of the
aate, while they possess the necessary stability
to prevent dislodgment. |

It is obvious that I can use any other form
of joint for the gate instead of the one here
deseribed. |

What I ¢laim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 18—

A gate-fastening constructed of the bifur-
cated latch-bar A, in combination with a
catch, O, having the inclined surfaces d d, re-
cess e, and protuberance ¢, substantially as
described.

In testimony that 1 c¢laim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this Tth day of
April, 13756, |

WM. D. SKIDMORE,

- Withesses ;
W. HAUTFF,
K. F. KASTENHUBER,
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