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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RICHARD T. STODDARD,
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
useful Improved Book-Supporter, or device
for preserving books in their normal position
upon the shelves of book-cases; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, which will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it per-
tains to make and use the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and

to the letters of reference marked thereon,

which form a part of this specification.

In the said drawing, Figure 1 is a side ele-
vation, Fig. 2 an end elevation, and Fig. 3 a
central and longitudinal section, of a device
constructed in accordance with my invention,
the same being représented as affiged to the
front of a shelf. .

My invention consists in the improved de-
vice, having its parts constructed and ar-
ranged as hereinafter described and claimed.

In the said drawing, A denotes the body of
the device, the same consisting of a rectangu-
lar block of wood or other suitable material,
and having any desirable length, breadth, and
thickness. B is a bent rectangular bar or
plate, which is securely affixed to the lower
portion of the part A, such plate being ar-
ranged underneath such lower part, in par-
allelism therewith, and at a distance there-
from a little greater than the thickness of
any ordinary book-case shelf. C is another
flat metallic bar or plate, which is disposed
between the base of the body part A and the
clamp-plate B, such plate C being also a clamp-
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| plate, and having two eylindrical rods or arms,

b b, projecting at right angles from its upper
face, and extending up into sockets formed
in the lower part of the body A, as shown in
Fig. 3. Each of the arms b has a wire spring,
¢, colled around it, such serving to force the
plate C downward or toward the plate B.

Having described the construction of my
invention, its operation is as follows: The
books having been duly arranged upon a shelf
of a book-case, the supporter is affixed upon
one end of the shelf, which may be effected
by forcing up the spring-plate C a distance
equal to the thickness of the shelf, and next
passing the plate B under the lower side of
the shelf, and moving the same forward, until
the front edge of the latter abuts against the
vertical face of the plate. The protector thus
arranged becomes clamped to the shelf, and
held firmly in the position in which it may be
set, whether the shelf be of greater or less
thickness; and by moving the supporter lat-
erally, the books may be compacted to any
desired degree.

What I claim as my invention, as an im-
proved article of manufacture, is—

The improved book-supporter, consisting
of body A, the fixed plate B, and spring-plate
U, constructed, combined, and arranged, sub-
stantially in manner as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own invention I affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses. |

RICHD. T. STODDARD.

Witnesses:

K. P. HALE,
I, C. HALE,
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