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JOHN B. RUPERT, OF NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF
HIS RIGHT TO COLUMBUS H. ALLEN.

IMPROVEMENT IN RICE-CLEANING MACHINES.

Spec.fication forming part of Letters Patent No. 182.281, dated March 23, 18753 application filed
| January 29, 1875.

To all wchom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JoEN B. RUPERT, a
resident of the city of New Orleans and State
of Louisiana, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Rice - Cleaning Ma-
chines; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and correct deseription
of the same, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawing making a part of this specifi-
cation. |

My invention has for its object the separa-
tion and removal from rough rice of the beard,
dirt, and trash usually adhering to the same,
In order that the hulling of the said rice may
be much more thorough and effectnal.

My invention will be more clearly under-
stood by referring to the drawing, in which—

Figure 1 represents a plan or top view of my
improved machine; and Fig. 2, a vertical sec-
tion of the same, the bisection being through
the line z o’ of Fig. 1.

My invention consists of an upright cylin-

der, A, which is provided upon its inner sur-

face or periphery with corrugations, as shown
at @ a, &e.  The outer shell of the eylinder A
may be made of wooden staves banded to-
gether, or of sheet metal, while the inner cor-

rugated surface may be constructed of a sepa-

rate sheet of metal, or the entire shell of the
cylinder may be constructed of cast-iron in
one piece, as may be found more expedient.
The cylinder A is provided at its lower end

with a head, b, in the center of which is a cir- |

| cular opening, ¢, the object of which is to pre-

vent an accumulation of grain or dirt beneath
the revolving disk d. Secured to the bottom
of the cylinder is a brace, B, in the center of
which is stepped an upright shaft, ¢/, which is
the axle for the beaters C and spiral screw-
plate e, which, in their rapid rotations, effected
by means of hand, animal, or steam power,
applied to a pulley upon the upper extremity,
subserves the important purposes of deflect-
ing the grain eonfained within the cylinder
A upwardly and against the interior corru-
gated sides thereof, and thereby thoroughly
agitating the grain until its outer covering or
hulls are entirely freed of all foreign matter,
when it is discharged through an opening, D,
In the bottom of the cylinder by withdrawing
a valve, (not necessarily shown,) and con-
veyed by any suitable means to a fanning ap-
paratus, where it is finally relieved of all dust
and made ready for the hulling process.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

The cylinder A, provided with corrugations
a a, and head b, shaft ¢/, beaters C, spiral
screw-plate ¢, and brace B, all arranged as
herein described, and for the purpose speci-
fied. |

JOHN B. RUPERT.
- Witnesses:
H. N. JENKINS, _
T. J. RoAcCH,. | S
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