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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that we, HoLLIS W. MERRILL
and JAMES W. HorrT, of Lynn, Hssex county,
Massachusetts, have mveutod a certain Im-
proved Boot or Shoe Tip, of which the follow-
ing 1s a specification:

The subject ol this invention is a tip, 8o

called, or a covering or protection for the toes

of boots or shoes; and the novelty of the in-
vention . consists in producing such articles
from rawhide subjected to such a treatment
as to render 1t of a deep pelmanont blook
through its entire substance.

The drawing aooompanymw this Sl)GGlilLEL

tion represents, in Figure 1, a perspective

view of our tip, and in i 1g. 2 A V1ew of a boot
containing such tip. |

In these drawings, our tlp 1S shown at A

an erect lip or ledge of a semicircular or other
proper outline which shall best adapt it to

the form of the toe of a boot or shoe, accord-

ing to the style of the latter, such lip or tip
‘being formed with a horlzonml shelf or base,
B, which constitutes part and parcel of it.
 The particular form or size of this base or
flange is not arbitrary, the only condition

necessary to observeé being that it shall be

sufficiently large to be intercepted and se-

cured by the Stltohmﬂ or nails by which the

tip 18 secured to tho boot. As before pre-
mised this tip 1s produced from rawhide, and
in manufacturing it we prepare a hide by dye-

ing 1t in such & manner that the color en-

_tirely permeates it throughout, for which
reason it presents at all times a neat appear-
ance, and 1s not readily distinguished from
the upper of the boot. The tip, while in a
plastic or pliable state from -the dye-vat, or
after being subsequently softened, is placed
in a die and formed or molded into its perfect
and complete state, as shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawings, and 1t may at this time or a pre-
vious or subsequent stage be treated with a
suitable waterproofing material, which shall
render it completely impervious to moisture;
but we have found i1n the practical tests to

market of which we have

18 roodlly turned with such boot or shoe.
‘this instance it is simply introduced between

which we have subjected the article that raw-
hide in the hard state in which it remains
atter drying absorbs moisture very slowly,
and that a water- ploof treatment 1s probably
unnecessary.

The tip, as a,bovo produced is applied to a
boot or shoe in the ordinary manner; and as
metal tips corresponding to ours in the mat-
ter of form and use are now extensively in
use it 18 not considered necessary to dwell in
this specification upon tho manner of such
application. |

Our invention possesses several and promi-
nent advantages over others in use. First, it
can be nanufactured at exceedingly low LObt
much less than any now or heretofore in the

second, it cannot grow rusty or become dis-.._
colored 1n wear, but retains its original black
appearance until entirely worn out, and for
this reason avoids the uus;whtly appearance

of a metallic tip while being "practically as

durable; third, it is or may be rendered water-
proof, so that 1no1stmo WIH effect no untavor-
able change 1in it. -

Although we hfwo qtmted that our tl][) IS to

\ should mako an exception to thls gﬂoneml

statement, since we have found in practice
that we are able to apply the fip to a turned
boot or shoe 1n the process of manufacture of
the latter, as such tip, while in a plastic state,

1n

the upper and out sole, and sewed together
with them, afterward toking care of itself.

We claim-—

As an 1mproved arficle of manufacture, a
boot or shoe tip composed of rawhide pol
meated throughout with a suitable color, sub-
stontmlly as and for the purpose bpoomod

| HOLLIS W, MERRILL.

: | JAMHES W. HOITT.

Witnesses: |

GEo. H. HICKS,
W E. BOARDMA.N
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