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-T2 all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, DAvip M. MEFFORD, of
‘the city of Toledo, 111 the county of Liucas and
State of Ohio, have invented cortain new and
useful Imprm ements in Measuring-Cans; and
I do hereby declare that the followmcr 1S a
full, clear, and exact deseription thereof
whieh“will enable others skilled in the art to
which it pertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letfers of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

The nature of my invention consists in the
new method of adjusting a can having at its
bottom an egressor delivery spout, which may,
within certain limits, be lengthened or short-
ened, so that accurate weights by measure-
ment can be obtained of all articles of differing
densities that will flow by their own gravity,
as will be hereinafter more fully set forth.

- The accompanying drawing presents a ver-
tical section of my measuring-can, showin gltb
various parts.

A represents the can having a tapering bot-
tom, with a pitch sufficiently steep to secure
the read) flow of its contents, and terminat-
ing in a rim or mouth-piece, M, around which
1s fastened a flexible curtain, c Bisa cap or
lid, of any desired shape or size, covering a
smtable opening in the top of the can, through
which it can be filled. Cisa cylinder attached
to the tapering bottom of the can, and has a
pivoted valve, D, operating horizontally
through a slot in'its side., 'I'his valve, when
shut, closes the 'cylinder tightly and forms
the tep of the measure. The flexible curtain
¢ sweeps this valve as it opens and shuts, and
thus keeps its movements from being clogged
or hindered by the conteuts of the can when
granular. S Isa vertical slot in cylinder C,
proteeted within by a trough-like shleld V
which prevents the outﬂow ef the contents of
the measure through "the slot, and forms a
tube or frough 1n Whlch the nut n may slide
‘vertically. This shield may be closed at both
ends, as well as at the sides, or 1t may be open
~at the bottom. To the nut n is attached a
thumb-screw, T, which passes through the slot
S. E is an adjustable cylinder, which can be

| moved up and down on eylinder C, and which

has in it, near the top, a hole through which
the thumb screw T passes into the nut n. By
the action of the thumb-screw and nut the
two eylinders ean be firmly clamped together
at any desired pointin their line of movement.
In the Jower part of the eylinder E is a piv-
oted valve, D/, operating horizontally through

‘a slot In 11:5 sule, and forming, when shut, the

bottom of the adjustable measure. The 10wer
end of cylinder & is somewhat tapering, to
facilitate the packing of the goods that have
been welghed.

The can may be made of metal, wood, paper,
or any suitable material, and of any size or
shape desired. The adjustable measure, pret-
erably cylindrical, may be of any other shape
that will allow the necessary adjustment. The
can may be supported by a bracket or by col-
umns or any suitable base, or it may be sus-
pended from the shelvesor celling in any con-
venient manner. |

Inoperating this apparatos, shut the valves,
fill the can through the opening in the top with
the commodity, and close tightly the lid B.
Then obtain the desired unit of weight by ad-
justing the delivery-tubes forming the meas-
ure, 8o that the space between the valves will
hoid that exact amount by weight, testing the
accuracy of your adjustment by correct scales.
Fasten the measure thus established by clamp-
ing firmly the thumb-screw and nut. Having
thus obtained the proper-sized measure to give
vou the weight of the commodity you have de-

“cided to use asyourunitot weight,all youhave

to dountilthecan is emptied is toopen and shut -
alternately the valves D and D/, Whenever
the can is filled anew the accuracy of the
measure should be tested, and it should be
shortened or lengthened, asthe differing dens-
ities of the GODZ[IIIOdItIB‘S introdnced may re-
quire. |
It will be found that the ecommodity 1n the
can will almost instantaneously fill the meas-
ure by its own flow, and that each measure 1s
the exact duplicate of that which preceded it.
While my can is specially adapted to the
weighing of ground and unground cotfees and
spices and baking-powders, it may be used to
advantage in weighing a great variety of other
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~articles, solid and liquid, that will low by their !
own gravity.

In addition to the saving of time secured by
weighing by measure, my scale-can has the great
advantage of protecting its contents perfectly
~from exposure to the atmosphere, and thus not
only keeps them from dust and moisture, but -
also saves them from loss of flavor and odor.

It preferred, scales may be kept under my
can, and 1ts contents will empty themselves
into the scales more quickly and accurately
than they can be otherwise put into it, the |
flow being regulated by the valves.

Having thus fully described my invention, |
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by
- Leters Patent, is .. ' ]

1. In a measuring-can, the shield V, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes specified.

2. The measuring-can A, provided with cyl-
inders C and E, valves D and D/, shield V,
and nutted thumb-serew T, substantially as
and for the purposes specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature in presence

' of two witnesses.

DAVID M. MEFFORD.

Witnesses:
Henry I. Cog, _
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM.
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