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~ To all whom it may concern:

" Be it known that I, WILLIAM FORSTER

- MITCHELL, of Lynn, in the county of Iissex

and State of Massachusetts have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Port-

~.able Writing-Desks and Work-Boards; and I

do hereby declare that the following 1 is a full,

clear, and exact description thereof, which
will enahle others skilled in the art to which

it pertains to make and use the same, refer-

~ ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked

thereon, which form a part of this specifica-

~ tion.

My invention relafes to improvements in

portable writing-desks and work-boards; and
- consists in the employment of an ordinary

flat board, ot wood or other suifable mate-
rial, in combination with a revolving flanged

frame beneath 1t of such a width as to em-
brace one or both legs of the operator. A
pin, bolt, or screw connects the writing or

worL table with the above-named frame, in such
a manner that the table can be rotated around

 said pin or bolt, so as to obtain any desired
- position of the t-a,ble, as may be required, if |

the flanged frame beneath is resting on the

left, rlght or both legs of the operator.

B} the use of thls nmy invention persons
can write, draw, sew, or perform any light

kind of Work, a8 well as support books When

reading, on my improved portable and ad-
justable table, and it may be especially use-

ful for reporters that have to write in places
~ where ordinary tables or desks are not to be

obtained. The upper surface of the board
may be covered with leather, cloth, or suit-

able material, as may be desirable. For ordi-

nary purposes the board may be made plain

without any covering.

On the drawing, IFigure 1 represents a

- ground plan of my invention; and Fig. 2 rep-

resents a cross-section on the line A B, shown
in Fig. 1.
Similarlettersrefertosimilar parts wherever

:they o¢cur on the difterent parts of the draw-
ing.

]

!

a represents a flat board, that may be pro-
vided on its upper side with projecting ribs
b b b, if necessary. Beneath the Dboard « is
located a flanged frame, ¢ d d, provided with
projecting ribs or flanges d d on two opposite
sides, as shown. The distance between the
flanges d d may be such as to allow the op-
erator to place one or both legs between said
flanges. A pin, bolt, or screw, e, 1s inserted
through the middle of the board ¢ and the
lap-rest ¢, in such a manner that the table @
may revolve loosely thereon, although the
lap-rest remains stationary.

For ordinary purposes 1 intend to make the
lap-rest ¢ d d wide enough for one leg only,
although it may be advantageous for some
purposes to make it wide enough for both legs.

The operation of my invention is as follows:
The flanged lap-rest ¢ d d is placed 1n the lap
of the operator so as to embrace one or both
legs, where 1t will remain firmly in sach a po-
sition. Fhe writing or work board can then
be easily revolved around the pin ¢ to any de-
sired position, according to the nature of the
work that 1s to be executed thereon.

This my invention is a great improvement
on ordinary lap-boards, as it can be supported
firmly on one leg only, and can be easily ro-
tated around the central pin to any desifable-
position.

Having thus fully described the nature and

-opelatlon of my invention, I wish to secure

by Letters Patent, and clcum—-

The portable Wlltll’lﬂ‘ or work board herein
shown, consisting of th‘e flanged lap-rested d,
revolving board a,and hinge-pin ¢, all arranged
and constructed qubsta,ntlally as and for the
purpose herein set forth.

In testimony that 1 claim the foregomor as
my own invention I affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

W. FORSTER MITCHELL,

Witnesses:
ALBAN ANDREN,
HENRY W._FRENOHu_
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